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l. Executive Summary

Acton and Agua Dulce are two adjacent communities located in unincorporated areas of
northern Los Angeles County. Acton is south of the Antelope Valley Freeway near Soledad
Pass, between the San Gabriel and Sierra Pelona Mountains. Agua Dulce is north of the
Antelope Valley Freeway, bordering the Santa Clarita Valley community of Canyon Country.
Both Acton and Agua Dulce are rural communities whose residents strongly value the small-
town atmosphere.

These geographically isolated communities do not have a public library. Residents currently
receive library service via the County of Los Angeles Public Library’s Santa Clarita Valley
Bookmobile which provides an average of 65 hours of service per month at various locations in
Acton and Agua Dulce. The bookmobile also serves other communities in northern Los Angeles
County, including Castaic, Newhall, and Val Verde, in addition to its service in Acton and Agua
Dulce. Although local residents value the bookmobile, many of the needs assessment survey
respondents indicated that the schedule is not convenient for them. Instead, they regularly
travel to the nearest County of Los Angeles libraries for homework assignments, information,
study space, and recreational reading needs. These libraries include the Lancaster Regional
Library, 22 miles to the north, and the Canyon Country Jo Anne Darcy Library, 20 miles to the
west. Community residents also frequently visit the Palmdale City Library, a separate library
jurisdiction, 13 miles to the north. The residents of Acton and Agua Dulce want and need a
local public library of their own.

This unique area, to be served by the proposed Acton/Agua Dulce Library, was home to 12,538
residents in 2000. This was a dramatic increase of 256% from 1980 when the area was home
to only 3,518 people. The next twenty years are expected to show continued growth, although
not at the same pace as the previous 20 years. By 2020, the population is projected to grow to
15,634, which would be a 25% increase over the 2000 population.

Both communities are desperate for a library. A clear indication of that desire was the formation
of the Friends of the Acton-Agua Dulce Library in 1999. That group was formed to lobby for a
new library and has been very involved in planning for the new facility. The communities also
expressed their strong desire for a library by approaching County of Los Angeles Supervisor
Michael D. Antonovich and requesting his support for a Bond Act project.

In 2003, a survey of community residents was conducted, and 1,802 completed surveys were
collected. When asked what services they used in the library they visited, their most frequent
responses were for “homework assignments,” “books and magazines,” and “recreational
reading.” When asked in the survey what materials they would like to use, the most frequent
responses were fiction books, nonfiction books, videos, children’s books, homework/study
center, CDs or audiotapes, personal information needs, and leisure reading.

An extensive number of focus groups and community meetings was held in Acton and Agua
Dulce. Open to all community residents, these meetings drew participants from civic groups,
the School District’'s Board of Trustees, school personnel and students, service organizations
and clubs, parent-teacher organizations, school booster clubs, religious organizations, youth
organizations, homeschool groups and seniors. A total of 327 residents of Acton and Agua
Dulce participated in the meetings.

During the focus groups and community meetings, a number of themes emerged about the
design of the library that the participants envision for their community and the services and
materials they want the library to provide. Residents clearly want a library that will reflect the
unique flavor of the two communities. In keeping with the “western” atmosphere promoted by
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the local Community Standards Districts, residents felt the library should include an
agribusiness collection and even expressed a desire for a “parking place” for horses outside the
library They indicated a need for the library to be a “gathering place” and a “cultural center” for
Acton and Agua Dulce. The library would also provide a location for “distance learning” classes
which could allow working adults to further their education without leaving the local
communities.

In addition to physical amenities and equipment such as meeting rooms and public access
computers, many adults expressed a desire for a broad range of library materials. Nonfiction
material on subjects such as astronomy, geology, home improvement, local history and current
events was of special interest to adults. They also expressed a desire for materials in various
formats such as large print, audiovisual and electronic. They also want services and materials
for children, especially those that would help their children, especially those that would help their
children succeed in school.

The population of the Acton/Agua Dulce library service area in 2000 was comprised primarily of
non-Hispanic Whites (81.6%), with a Hispanic population of 1,435 residents (11.4%). Non-
Hispanic Asians comprised 1.8% of the service area population, and non-Hispanic African
Americans and Blacks comprised 1.7% of the service area population.

The Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District consists of three elementary schools, one junior
high school, and one high school with a combined 2002-03 enrollment of 2,078. The racial and
ethnic composition of the students closely mirrors that of the larger service area, though with a
slightly lower percentage of non-Hispanic White students and a higher percentage of Hispanic
students than the service area population at large. In 2002-03, the composition of the School
District's student population was 78.8% non-Hispanic White, 16.0% Hispanic, 1.1% African
American and Black, 0.8% Asian, and 0.7% Filipino.

To respond to the needs of students (K-12) for books and other library materials, access to
computers, a place to study, and homework assistance, a strong joint use cooperative
agreement has been executed between the County of Los Angeles and the Acton-Agua Dulce
Unified School District. The County Library, in partnership with the School District, will establish
and maintain a Community Learning Center. The Center shall provide a homework center as
part of the service plan. Staff and trained volunteers will provide formal support to assist
students in completing homework assignments, studying for tests, accessing resources, and
participating in computer-based learning activities. The Center will also provide materials,
including a core set of textbooks, which support the educational curriculum in the public schools.
The School District Board was very enthusiastic about the library project, and there will be a
very strong working relationship between the County and the School District.

Based on the community input and demographics described in this Community Library Needs
Assessment, the County of Los Angeles Public Library has identified the following roles for the
Acton/Agua Dulce Library: Commons, Current Topics and Titles, Formal Learning Support, and
Lifelong Learning.
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[I. Needs Assessment Methodology

A. Executive Summary

Residents of the communities of Acton and Agua Dulce have been working together for
a number of years to build support for the construction of a library that would serve the
needs of both communities. The Friends of Acton-Agua Dulce Library, a non-profit
organization dedicated to supporting the proposed library, was incorporated in June
2000. An early project for the Friends was the formation of a Library Planning Advisory
Committee (LPAC). The enthusiasm of these dedicated residents captured the
attention of Michael D. Antonovich, County of Los Angeles Fifth District Supervisor. In
April 2002, County Librarian Margaret Donnellan Todd met with field deputies for
Supervisor Antonovich and representatives from the Friends. As a result of that
meeting, Supervisor Antonovich agreed to support the library project by providing
funding to begin the planning process.

A number of meetings between County Library staff, the Friends of the Library, and the
LPAC were held during the summer and fall of 2002, prior to securing the services of a
library consultant. Initial discussions regarding a joint use project were also held during
this period with the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District. Development of the
concept of a homework center and other joint library/school activities proceeded in
parallel with overall project planning.

Beginning in December 2002, the County Library held a series of meetings to obtain
staff and community input for a community survey document and a series of focus
groups and community meetings to be held in January 2003. Staff from the Fifth District
field offices serving the area assisted in identifying local groups and organizations to be
invited to the focus groups.

Survey questions were developed, and the written survey was made available at a
variety of locations in January 2003. The survey was also published in the local
newspaper.

While the written survey was being distributed, planning for the community meetings
and focus groups continued. An extensive schedule of meetings was set for late
January 2003. In addition to three open community meetings, a series of 11 targeted
focus groups were scheduled with invitations being sent to individual stakeholders and
organizations previously identified by staff from the County Library and the Fifth District
office. A total of 327 Acton and Agua Dulce residents participated in the focus groups
and meetings, which provided an opportunity for input from all members of the
community.

Service responses were developed based on the findings from the survey and the
community meetings. In addition, the staff of the Santa Clarita Valley Bookmobile,
which serves these communities, provided input regarding bookmobile statistics and
their observations of bookmobile usage by Acton/Agua Dulce library customers. The
recommendations were reviewed by County Library staff and LPAC members, and
adjustments were made. The revised recommendations were developed into a full-
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scale space needs assessment which was later combined with input from two
community “design camps” to become the basis for a detailed building program and
conceptual drawings for the library.

B. Planning Effort
1. County Library Planning Activities

The library service needs assessment for the Acton/Agua Dulce area is the direct result
of a series of facility and infrastructure planning projects undertaken by the County of
Los Angeles Public Library during the past decade. Library administrative and planning
staff have recognized the growing disparity between community library service needs
and the library facilities’ ability to meet those needs. In many parts of Los Angeles
County, population increases and changing community demographics have outstripped
existing facility resources. Anticipated population growth over the next quarter century is
expected to exacerbate the current service deficits and, in some locations, effectively
disenfranchise entire communities from library service.

Over the past five years, the County Library has taken several important steps to lay the
groundwork required to address this situation. In 1998, the County Board of Supervisors
established a development impact mitigation fee for library facilities. This program
requires all residential developers to pay a library facility mitigation fee as a condition of
obtaining a building permit for all new residential development. These fees are paid
directly to the County Library and provide potential funding for new library facilities and
services in rapidly growing parts of the County's unincorporated areas.

Another step that anticipated future capital projects, both new construction and existing
building renovations, was the development of facility planning guidelines that set
standards for many aspects of library building design, from adjacency and space
allocation needs to specified building finishes. Library planning staff worked with
Charles Walton Associates A.l.A., Inc. to prepare a set of library facility planning
guidelines that design professionals and County departments can use to specify
improvements to existing facilities as well as to plan and design expansions and new
construction.

A Facility Expansion Needs Assessment Study was completed in 2001 by Kathryn Page
Associates under a separate contract with the County Library. The study evaluated
each existing facility’s ability to meet community needs for library service and provided a
service-based framework by which to identify facilities most in need of expansion. Each
facility was measured against a set of recognized library service indicators (square feet
of space, collection size, seating capacity, humber of public computers and meeting
room space). Facilities were ranked in order by degree of service deficits. The facilities
with the most severe deficits were identified.
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During 2000 and 2001, Library planning staff worked with CIVIC Technologies, Inc., a
geographic information systems (GIS) mapping and urban planning firm, to assemble
and map accurate and comprehensive demographic information for the Library’s eighty-
four existing community library service areas and three bookmobile service areas. This
project provided Library staff with an unprecedented level of current information and
future projections regarding the communities served by the County Library.

In 2001-02, Kathryn Page Associates conducted a second study for the Library
documenting a proposed set of service level guidelines. This study provided specific
recommendations for County Library facilities in the areas of collection size and
allocation, seating capacity, public computers, meeting room and programming spaces,
and several other service components. The County Library has adopted these
recommendations with minor modifications, and will be incorporating these into its
general facility planning guidelines.

The body of work represented by these planning documents and studies has given the
County Library a strong foundation on which to build as it works with the Board of
Supervisors, other County departments, and the cities and communities it serves, to
plan specific capital improvements

View typical of the Acton and Agua Dulce area

2. Acton/Agua Dulce Library Planning Activities

Planning for a new library to serve the communities of Acton and Agua Dulce began in
1999-2000 with the incorporation of the Friends of Acton-Agua Dulce Library, a group of
area residents dedicated to promoting a library project. One of the group’s first projects
was the formation of a Library Advisory Planning Committee (LPAC). This eight-
member committee was comprised of three members from the Friends of the Library,
three members of the local Chamber of Commerce and two area residents. The
enthusiastic promotion of the library project by these dedicated individuals came to the
attention of County of Los Angeles Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich. In April 2002,
County Librarian Margaret Donnellan Todd met with Millie Jones and Norm Hickling,
field deputies from the Fifth District's Antelope Valley and Santa Clarita offices,
members of the LPAC and representatives from the Friends of the Acton-Agua Dulce
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Library. As a result of that meeting, Supervisor Antonovich agreed to support the library
project by providing funding to begin the planning process.

Following the April meeting, an Acton/Agua Dulce Library Planning Committee was
formed to begin work on the project. The County Department of Public Works in
consultation with the County Library engaged Tetra Design Inc., an architectural firm, to
develop a conceptual design for a new library. County Library staff, working with
various consultants, began preparations for a comprehensive, community-based library
service needs assessment, which would lead to a detailed building program for a new
library.

The Planning Committee included:

Angela Mazzie, Budget Deputy, Fifth Supervisorial District, Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors

Millie Jones, Santa Clarita Valley Area Deputy, Fifth Supervisorial District,
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

Norm Hickling, Antelope Valley Area Deputy, Fifth Supervisorial District,
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

Margaret Donnellan Todd, County Librarian, County of Los Angeles Public
Library

Wendy Romano, Assistant Director, Public Services, County of Los Angeles
Public Library

David Flint, Assistant Director, Finance and Planning, County of Los Angeles
Public Library

Jim Daly, Supervising Civil Engineer, Los Angeles County Department of Public

Works
Norman Braverman, Principal Analyst, Los Angeles County Chief Administrative
Office
Robert Seal, Assistant Library Administrator, County of Los Angeles Public
Library

Luis Adan, Capital Projects Manager, County of Los Angeles, Public Library
Josefina B. Reyes, Regional Administrator, County of Los Angeles Public Library

The kickoff meeting for the needs assessment process was held in May 2002. Monthly
project meetings have been held thereafter. The Planning Committee has worked with
a number of consultants in planning and implementing the community needs
assessment and space planning effort.
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C. Community Input Strategies

1. Community Survey

A community survey was developed and distributed in the two communities during
January 2003. An initial draft survey form was developed by County Library staff during
October and November 2002. County Librarian, Margaret Donnellan Todd, and the
Library Planning Advisory Committee (LPAC) reviewed this draft and suggested
changes that were incorporated into the final survey form. The survey questions were
designed to identify residents’ priorities for library services, their specific information and
reading needs, and their current usage of the bookmobile and other libraries in the
region. The survey was produced in English and widely distributed in the communities.
Although a small number of Acton and Agua Dulce residents are of Hispanic ethnicity,
few report limited English proficiency. The vast majority of residents of all ethnicities
speak English well, therefore, the survey was produced only in English.

In early December 2002, the Library conducted a series of planning meetings in the
Acton and Agua Dulce communities. These meetings were devoted primarily to the
development of guidelines for how to distribute and collect surveys to achieve maximum
community input. Josefina B. Reyes, Regional Administrator, County of Los Angeles
Public Library, attended all of these meetings and served as liaison between the County
Library and the community groups.

In late December 2002, the Library produced the final survey form which was distributed
by LPAC to community organizations, churches, and several local businesses.
Additionally, the survey was inserted into an edition of the Agua Dulce/Acton Country
Journal, a free, weekly newspaper with an estimated circulation of 5,800, which
provided for wide distribution throughout both communities. The Country Journal also
ran articles urging readers to complete the survey. Appendix A contains the survey
form.

The involvement of the school stakeholders in the library planning process was
substantial. This was particularly true for the children. Survey forms were delivered to
all of the schools. Teachers explained to the children how to complete the forms. Of
the total 1,802 completed surveys returned by the community, children (ages 5 to 14)
represented 41.3% of the survey respondents. Young adults and adults (ages 15 and
older) represented 58.7% of the survey respondents.

Completed forms were collected at the end of January 2003 from designated pickup
points that included all of the public schools, Acton Video, Agua Dulce Hardware, The
Gym, and the Acton Print Shop. A total of 1,802 completed surveys were collected.
This represents a 14.4% response, based on a current population of 12,538. This high
response is due to the devoted efforts of many residents and their conviction that a
library is an essential service for their community. Appendix B contains the written
survey responses.
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2.  Community Meetings and Focus Groups

In January 2003, a series of eleven focus group meetings and three open community
meetings were held in Acton and Agua Dulce. The Library Planning Advisory
Committee arranged these meetings which were held at either the Acton Community
Center or the Agua Dulce Women's Club.

The focus group meeting schedule was published in two local newspapers and on the
Acton Web site. All residents of Acton and Agua Dulce were encouraged to attend the
community meeting or focus group of their choice. An invitation containing the focus
group meeting schedule was also sent to the head of each community organization.
VIP invitations were sent to civic groups, including Town Councils, the School Board,
and other similar local governance organizations.

From January 22 through January 25, 2003, focus groups and community meetings
were conducted to determine the library needs of the residents of the Acton and Agua
Dulce communities including opinions on preferred library sites. These meetings were
also designed to inform the residents about the Library Bond Act application process
and to describe the nature of a contemporary library in the 21%' century. Spanish
language translation services were available upon request.

At least one representative of the County Library was present at each of these meetings
to answer questions concerning County Library policies and procedures and to listen to
community suggestions, comments, and concerns. These individuals included
Josefina B. Reyes, Regional Administrator; Elaine Adler, Regional Youth Services
Coordinator; and Andrea Kish, Assistant Regional Administrator, all from the Valencia
Regional Office of the County Library. Their experience and insight also provided
valuable information about the communities and their needs.

In a letter dated December 18, 2002, the Library Planning Advisory Committee made a
formal request to the Superintendent of Schools to hold focus group meetings in all of
the schools. Each teacher was to select two students per class to participate. A total of
120 students, 3 teachers and 2 principals from 5 schools participated.

Overall, a total of 327 Acton and Agua Dulce residents participated in the focus group
meetings. This represents 2.6 % of the local population of 12,538 residents. A
summary of focus group comments is contained in Appendix C.

In addition, two community “design camps” were held in July and August 2003 to elicit
public comments on preliminary library design concepts. Community members had the
opportunity to review proposed services and library spaces and provide further
feedback prior to the completion of the building program.
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3. Joint Use Methodology

Early in the project, the County Library recognized that a partnership with the Acton-
Agua Dulce Unified School District could form the basis for an important collaborative
service in the new library. With elementary school children virtually cut off from school
library services after 3:00 p.m., and with no school library facility available for students
at Vazquez High School, the County Library saw that a Community Learning Center
would serve the needs of many K-12 students in the community. In earlier focus group
meetings, teachers had mentioned a need for access to dictionaries, encyclopedias and
a large selection of reference material. One teacher said “l cannot stress strongly
enough how beneficial a local library would be to support student learning.” With this in
mind, the County Library, working with staff from the Fifth Supervisorial District,
contacted the School District and set up a series of meetings to explore collaborative
possibilities.

On February 26, 2003, the first meeting was held to discuss a joint use cooperative
agreement between the County of Los Angeles and the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified
School District. In attendance were: Wendy Romano, Assistant Director, Public
Services, County of Los Angeles Public Library; Josefina B. Reyes, Regional
Administrator, County of Los Angeles Public Library; Dr. Don Banderas,
Superintendent, Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District; Millie Jones, Norm Hickling,
and Angela Mazzie from the office of Michael D. Antonovich, Supervisor, Fifth District,
County of Los Angeles; and two members of the Acton-Agua Dulce School Board of
Trustees, Steve Harbeson and Martin Barofsky.

On March 24, 2003, a second meeting was held to discuss the possibilities for joint use
services based on additional information gathered from the communities during the
focus group meetings. In attendance were: Dr. Banderas, Superintendent, Acton-Agua
Dulce Unified School District; Josefina B. Reyes, Regional Administrator; Andrea Kish,
Assistant Regional Administrator, Valencia Regional Office of the County Library; and
Penny Markey, Youth Services Coordinator for the County Library.

There was a great deal of enthusiasm on all sides. At several joint use planning
meetings, members of the Board of Trustees stated that they wanted to cooperate in
every way possible to “make this library happen.” Working together, the participants
created a joint vision of how they could collaborate to provide improved services to
students. The School District was an active and enthusiastic partner in the
development of a joint use cooperative agreement, generously agreeing to provide
computers for the Community Learning Center and copies of core textbooks, in addition
to partnering on an array of joint programs and services. Given its limited resources
and fiscal constraints, this clearly demonstrated the strong interest of the District
Superintendent and the Board of Trustees in developing an effective joint use
partnership. As a result of these meetings, staff of the County Library and the Acton-
Agua Dulce Unified School District developed a draft joint use cooperative agreement
which was reviewed and revised until it reflected the shared vision and agreed upon
commitments of the County of Los Angeles Public Library and the Acton-Agua Dulce
Unified School District.
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4, Site Selection Process

Based on community input, the County Library worked extensively with the staffs of the
County Department of Public Works, the County Chief Administrative Office (CAO), the
Fifth Supervisorial District, and the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District to select a
site that would meet the County Library’s site selection criteria, the project objectives,
and the site use criteria of the Library Bond Act regulations. Twelve sites in the
unincorporated communities of Acton and Agua Dulce were identified by the
Department of Public Works and CAO Real Estate Division, or the School District as
possible locations for the Acton/Agua Dulce Library project. Field studies of these
potential library sites were conducted between March 2001 and May 2002 by County
staff. A 1.5-acre site located on Crown Valley Road, approximately one-quarter mile
north of the Antelope Valley Freeway (State Highway 14) in the community of Acton,
was determined to be the ideal location for the proposed library because it met the
greatest number of project objectives, and site selection and use criteria. Once the site
was selected, it was subsequently donated to the County by the Brevidoro Family, long-
time members of the Acton community and strong library advocates.

Community involvement and input on library site selection were obtained through a
variety of methods, including focus group meetings conducted as part of the community
library needs assessment process in January 2003; a written survey distributed in
January 2003; County Library staff attendance at the monthly Acton-Agua Dulce Library
Planning Advisory Committee meetings; distribution and public review of the
Acton/Agua Dulce Library Project Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial Study document
in both communities in July 2003; local architectural design camps conducted in July
and August 2003 by the project architect, the County Library, and the Department of
Public Works; and a formal public hearing conducted by the Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors in October 2003.

New library site on Crown Valley Road, looking north
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New library site Crown Valley Road looking south

The selected library site is prominently located on Crown Valley Road just north of the
intersection of Crown Valley Road and Sierra Highway. It is located near the heart of
Acton’s business district and in the center of the heaviest concentration of population in
the service area. The site is within walking distance of two public schools, and four of
the five schools in the Acton/Agua Dulce Unified School District are located within four
miles of the site. The location, close to two main traffic corridors and within one-quarter
mile of the Antelope Valley Freeway (State Highway 14) provides high visibility and
excellent vehicular access which will enhance residents’ use of the library by making it
more convenient for residents of both Acton and Agua Dulce to visit the library in the
context of their daily errands.
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.  Community Analysis
A. Executive Summary

The communities of Acton and Agua Dulce are rural, unincorporated areas located in
north Los Angeles County near the historic Soledad Pass between the San Gabriel and
Sierra Pelona Mountains. Acton and Agua Dulce each have their own advisory Town
Council to act as representatives of the community with local, County, State, and
Federal offices.

Residents of the Acton and Agua Dulce communities are active in a wide variety of local
organizations, as well as county, state, and national organizations. Cultural and
outdoor/nature organizations are very active, as are civic and business organizations.
Many residents are also active volunteers, assisting with public safety, school
organizations, and activities for children, including sports. The Friends of Acton-Agua
Dulce Library formed recently, and has become a key supporter of the proposed
Acton/Agua Dulce Library Project.

The area to be served by the Acton/Agua Dulce Library was home to 12,538 residents
in 2000. This was a dramatic increase of 256% from 1980 when the area was home to
only 3,518 people. This rate of increase was much higher than the 27% increase in
population experienced in Los Angeles County. It was also much higher than the 43%
increase experienced in California and the 24% increase experienced in the United
States.

The next twenty years are expected to show continued growth, although not at the
same pace as the previous 20 years. By 2020, the population is expected to grow to
15,634, which would be a 25% increase over the 2000 population. This rate of
population increase is larger than the 22% increase that is anticipated for Los Angeles
County and the 15% increase anticipated for the United States. It is, however, less than
the 35% increase that is anticipated for California.

The population of the Acton/Agua Dulce library service area in 2000 was comprised
primarily of non-Hispanic Whites (81.6%), with a Hispanic population of 1,435 residents
(11.4%). Non-Hispanic Asians comprised 1.8% of the service area population, and non-
Hispanic African Americans and Blacks comprised 1.7% of the service area population.

The population of the Acton/Agua Dulce area is predominantly adult, with adults, ages
18 to 34, comprising 14.5% of the population. Those between the ages of 35 and 64
comprise almost half (49.3%) of the population, while seniors represent another 7.7%.
Although 71.5% of the population is comprised of adults over the age of 18, a
substantial percentage (28.4%) of the service area population is children, age 17 and
under. The breakdown of this group is as follows: children, under 5 years of age, 5.4%;
children between the ages of 5 and 9, 7.9%; children, ages 10 to 14, 9.9%; and children
between the ages of 15 and 17, 5.2% of the population.

Residents of Acton and Agua Dulce are served by the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School
District. The District is governed by a six-member Board of Trustees, which includes
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one student representative. The District is comprised of three elementary schools, a
junior high school, and a high school. In 2002-03, the enrollment of the Acton-Agua
Dulce Unified School District was 2,078 students. The racial and ethnic composition of
the students closely mirrors that of the service area with 78.8% non-Hispanic White,
16.0% Hispanic, 1.1% African American and Black, 0.8% Asian, and 0.7% Filipino.

In 2002, all of the elementary schools achieved an API statewide rank of 6 or higher,
and the high school achieved an API statewide rank of 5. The junior high school scores
were unreported for 2002. However, in 2001, the junior high school achieved an API
statewide rank of 7.

English is spoken in the vast majority of homes in the Acton and Agua Dulce area. Very
few children (1.2%), ages 5 to 17, were reported to speak English “not well” or “not at
all” and only 3.1% of adults 18 years and older indicated that they spoke English “not
well” or “not at all.”

Most of the adults, 25 years and older, who live in Acton and Agua Dulce are very well-
educated. More than one-fifth (23%) of the adults indicated that a college degree was
their highest level of educational attainment, and 6% indicated that their highest level of
educational attainment was a graduate degree. Almost one-third (32%) of the adults
indicated that they had some college education, but did not have a degree. Very few
adults (3%) who live in the Acton and Agua Dulce area have below a 9" grade
education.

In the Acton and Agua Dulce area, individuals who are over the age of 16 and employed
in the civilian workforce are most apt to be in either a management/professional position
or a sales/office position.

The poverty rate in the Acton and Agua Dulce area is lower than it is in Los Angeles
County, California, and the United States. In 1999, 10% of the combined Acton and
Agua Dulce population were below the poverty level. This is lower than the rate in Los
Angeles County (18%), California (14%), and the United States (12%).

The vast majority (90%) of Acton and Agua Dulce residents live in owner occupied
housing units, only 10% of the residents live in renter occupied housing units. Median
property values for the entire service area are not available, but the median property
value in ZIP code 93510 (part of the Acton/Agua Dulce service area) in October 2002
was $462,000.
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B. Government Agencies and Officials

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has governance over the unincorporated
areas of the County and has approval authority over the Acton/Agua Dulce Library
project. As the Bond Act applicant, the Board must approve the application, including
the needs assessment, the plan of service, the building program, and the architectural
conceptual plans. The Board must certify: (1) the availability of local matching funds;
(2) its commitment to operate the facility and to provide public library direct service use
at the facility for a period of 40 years; (3) the project budget submitted in the application
form; and (4) a commitment to provide the supplemental funds necessary to complete
the project at the level stated in the project budget. The Board must also approve the
joint use cooperative agreement between the County of Los Angeles and the Acton-
Agua Dulce Unified School District. Board field deputies coordinated numerous
planning and input meetings and worked closely with Library staff and community
groups on receiving input from across the communities.

County of Los Angeles Public Library

The County Library is the lead agency in developing library services and the building
program. The County Librarian reports directly to the Board of Supervisors. The
County Library will staff and operate the new library when it opens.

The County Library initiated the planning process for this project and has worked with
the Fifth Supervisorial District, the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District, the Friends
of the Acton-Agua Dulce Library, the Town Councils and other key groups to coordinate
the community library needs assessment process, develop the plan of service and the
building program, and prepare the joint use cooperative agreement.

County of Los Angeles Chief Administrative Office

The staff of the Chief Administrative Office serves on the project planning committee
and is responsible for the oversight of the project and the project budget on behalf of the
Board of Supervisors.

County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works

The Department of Public Works is responsible for overall project management of the
Acton/Agua Dulce Library project, including coordination between County departments
and architectural and other consultants.

Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District

Staff of the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District worked enthusiastically with
County Library staff to provide input regarding library service needs and to develop and
prepare an appropriate joint use cooperative agreement to serve the K-12 students in
the project service area. The Board of Trustees of the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified
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School District must approve the joint use cooperative agreement between the County
of Los Angeles and the School District. District staff attended numerous planning and
focus group meetings, including Friends of the Library meetings, to provide key input on
needed services.

Acton and Agua Dulce Town Councils

Acton and Agua Dulce each have their own advisory Town Council to act as
representatives of the community with local, County, State, and Federal offices. For a
number of years, both Town Councils have advocated for improved library services in
their communities. Acton’s Town Council consists of nine elected members. The Agua
Dulce Town Council consists of seven members. The community of Acton has
established its own Community Standards District (CSD), and the community of Agua
Dulce is in the process of developing its own CSD. Because the new library will be
constructed in Acton, the architectural design will build upon the Acton Community
Standards District guidelines which specify a “western” style in building design.
Members of both Town Councils actively participated in focus group meetings with
library staff and consultants.

Key Government Officials

Michael D. Antonovich, Supervisor, Los Angeles County, represents the Fifth
Supervisorial District in which the communities of Acton and Agua Dulce are located.
He has been an advocate for improved library services within his district. Supervisor
Antonovich has provided the required County matching funds for the proposed project.
He and his staff have also been instrumental in facilitating efforts to acquire the site for
the new library and for coordinating and actively participating in the library planning
process.

Margaret Donnellan Todd, County Librarian, County of Los Angeles Public Library, has
championed strategic planning and facilities planning for the County’s community
libraries throughout her tenure. She has led the effort to plan and construct a new
library for the residents of the communities of Acton and Agua Dulce. Ms. Todd serves
on the project planning committee, has ensured that key Library personnel and
resources are made available to the project, and communicates project status and
needs to Supervisor Antonovich and his staff.

C. School Agencies

Residents of the Acton and Agua Dulce communities are served by the Acton-Agua
Dulce Unified School District. The Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District is located
in the high desert along the Antelope Valley Freeway approximately 45 minutes north of
Los Angeles. The District covers an area of approximately 200 square miles, reaching
from the communities of Acton and Agua Dulce into the foothills of the San Gabriel
Mountains and the Angeles National Forest.
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School District offices and the Acton Elementary School

The District unified in 1993 and is comprised of three elementary schools, a junior high
school, and a high school. The District is governed by a six member Board of Trustees,
which includes one student representative. As of September 2003, the Board members

were:

James Duzick, President

John Sisco, Vice President

Steve Harbeson, Board Clerk

Martin Barofsky, Member

Mark Nielson, Member

Damian Arms, Student Representative

All schools in the District have small school libraries, except for the high school which
does not have a school library. The school libraries are not staffed by professionals, nor
are they open during the full school day, and there are no open hours after school.
However, a permanent high school is being planned which will include a school library.

1.

District Headquarters

Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
32248 Crown Valley Rd., Acton, CA 93510
Dr. Don Banderas, Superintendent
2002-03 District Enrollment: 2,078
Elementary Schools

Acton Elementary School

32248 Crown Valley Rd., Acton, CA 93510
Tracey Wegmann, Principal

Grades: 3-6

2002-03 School Enrollment: 491

Meadowlark Elementary School

3015 Sacramento Ave., Acton, CA 93510
Victoria Peck, Principal

Grades: K-2

2002-03 School Enroliment: 283

Agua Dulce Elementary School

11311 W. Frascati St., Agua Dulce, CA 93510
Steve Lorenze, Principal

Grades: K-6

2002-03 School Enroliment: 347
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3. Junior High School

High Desert Junior High School

3620 Antelope Woods Rd., Acton, CA 93510
Jerry Watkins, Principal

Grades: 7-8

2002-03 School Enrollment: 408

4. High School

Vasquez High School

33630 Red Rover Mine Rd., Acton, CA 93510
Steve Pinkston, Principal

Grades: 9-12

2002-03 School Enrolliment: 549

In a memorandum to the County Library, dated December 23, 2002, Dr. Don Banderas,
Superintendent of Schools, provided the following District enrollment numbers:

1980 - 745
2000 - 2,067
2020 - 3,200

In addition, an unknown number of students are home schooled or attend private
schools in adjoining communities.

He noted that in 1980 the District was a K-8 elementary district with only two schools,
the Acton and Agua Dulce Elementary Schools. By 2000, a junior high school, a high
school, and a third elementary school had been added.

In 2002-03, the student populations were as follows:

School Grade No. of Students
Meadowlark Elementary K-2 283
Agua Dulce Elementary K-6 347
Acton Elementary 3-6 491
High Desert Junior High 7-8 408
Vasquez High 9-12 549
TOTAL 2,078

According to the District's Web site (http://aadusd.k12.ca.us/), the “District provides a
comprehensive education program and serves a population that is 82% Anglo, 13%
Hispanic and 5% other ethnic groupings. District schools have been recognized as
California Distinguished Schools. A challenging curriculum that emphasizes basic skills
is offered to all students in the District. On nationally normed tests, the district scores
one to four years above grade level.”

In his District enrollment projection for 2020, Dr. Banderas noted that, “Water is the
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fundamental issue in projecting future enroliment. When water comes to the area it will
explode in growth.” He projected that, with improved availability of water, the enroliment
could easily reach 10,000, citing a School Facilities Needs Analysis, conducted by
School Facilities Consultants in 2000. This number is in keeping with SCAG’s
Acton/Agua Dulce enrollment projection of 11,461 by 2020.> However, since growth in
this area is in question because of significant water shortage problems, the more
conservative and realistic 2020 enrollment projection of 3,200 students is used for
planning this library project.

The focus group meetings held in the schools confirmed the children’s strong need and
desire for a community library. Although schools other than the high school have small
school libraries, the students need larger collections and broader services than are
currently provided by the School District. It was pointed out during the parent-teacher
focus group meeting that the libraries at Meadowlark Elementary School and Acton
Elementary School share one staff member. The High Desert Junior High School
library is staffed only a few hours a day. The School Site Councils fund the libraries;
they, in turn, receive their funding from the State, and these funds are currently being
cut, increasingly eroding the collections and services of the school libraries. Additional
information about the focus groups can be found in Appendix C.

Vasquez High School was established in 1993. Prior to its establishment, high school
students attended Highland High School in the Palmdale Unified School District, located
about 14 miles away. Vasquez High School initially opened on the campus of the
District’s junior high school where it remained for six years until it moved to its present
site in the fall of 1999. The school is currently housed in temporary facilities awaiting
the construction of a permanent campus on a site adjacent to the current location.

In 1999, the Western Association of Schools and Colleges Accrediting Commission had
recommended that a permanent and adequate high school campus and facility be
developed, and especially noted that the lack of a library/media center was a major
concern to parents, students, and faculty. The permanent campus plan includes a
library/media center. The Commission, in its March 2002 report,? noted that the District
was pursuing a joint use library venture project with the County of Los Angeles. The
Commission and the School Board of Trustees recognized that a public library cannot
take the place of a school library, but saw the joint use venture as an important first step
in providing quality library service to students of Acton and Agua Dulce.

! Telephone conversation between Robert Seal, County of Los Angeles Public Library, and Marc Futterman, Civic Technologies,
Inc. (January 17, 2003), Southern California Association of Governments, 2001 Regional Transportation Plan: 2020 Projection,
2001).

Accrediting Commission for Schools, Visiting Committee Report on Learning, Vasquez High School, March 10-13, 2002 (Western
Association of Schools and Colleges, 2002).
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D. Community Organizations

Residents of Acton and Agua Dulce are active in a number of local organizations. The
most active and well-known local organizations are as follows:

Acton Arrowheads 4-H Club

Acton Chamber of Commerce

Acton Civic Association

Acton Community Club

Acton Leos

Acton Lions Club

Acton Park Advisory Committee

Acton Rangers

Acton School Parent-Teacher Organization
Acton Town Council

Acton Volunteer Fire Department

Acton Women'’s Club

Acton Youth Booster Club

Acton-Agua Dulce Arts Council

Acton-Agua Dulce Brokers Association
Acton-Agua Dulce Homeschool Group
Acton-Agua Dulce Trails Council

Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District Board of Trustees
Agua Dulce Chamber of Commerce

Agua Dulce Civic Association

Agua Dulce Elementary School Booster Club
Agua Dulce Lions Club

Agua Dulce Seniors Club

Agua Dulce Town Council

Agua Dulce Women'’s Club

Canyon Coyotes 4-H Club

Friends of Acton-Agua Dulce Library

High Desert Junior High School Booster Club
Meadowlark School Parent-Teacher Organization
Natural History Club of Acton-Agua Dulce
United Schools of Acton-Agua Dulce
Vasquez High School Parent Teacher Student Organization
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10606
Vietnam Veterans of America

Members of community groups were active participants in the focus groups, community
meetings, and surveys. Many residents are members of several groups and were
included in more than one meeting. The Friends of the Acton-Agua Dulce
Library/Library Planning Advisory Committee led the effort to publicize focus groups and
community meetings, and to distribute input surveys.

Community organizations will have access to the community meeting room and the
group study room in accordance with library policies. Programs will be offered on a
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wide variety of topics that will be of interest to the members of various organizations.
When appropriate, community organizations and the library will co-sponsor programs
for children, teens, adults, and/or seniors. Members of community organizations will be
able to contact the library and receive information service by phone, e-mail, or fax.
Information literacy training will also be available to respond to the needs of community
residents. These services and computer classes will be publicized by community
organizations to ensure that their members are aware of these opportunities.

E. Demography

1. Population Growth
Sources: Population: United States Census Bureau; California Dept. of Finance;
Southern California Association of Governments. School Enrollment Population:
United States Census Bureau; California Dept. of Finance; California Dept. of
Education: California Basic Educational Data System; Acton-Agua Dulce Unified
School District: District Enrollment Report; Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District:
School Facilities Needs Analysis.

Table: Population Growth and Change: 1980, 2000, 2020

Acton/ Los Angeles

Agua Dulce California
Population
Public library project’s service area 1980 , 7,500,300 | 23,667,902 | 226,545,805
population:
Population Percentage Change from 1980 to 256% 27% 43% 24%
2000: %
Public library project’s service area 2000 12,538 9,519,338 | 33,871,648 | 281,421,906
population:
Population Percentage Change from 2000 to 25% 22% 35% 15%
2020: %
Public library project’s service area 2020 15,634 11,584,800 | 45,821,900 | 324,927,000
population:
School Population
Project’s public school attendance area(s) 745 1,746,337 4,643,765 44,474,254
1980 student population:
Population Percentage Change from 1980 to 177% 27% 67% 38%
2000: %
Project’s public school attendance area(s) 2,067 2,209,165 7,747,590 61,297,467
2000 student population:
Population Percentage Change from 2000 to 55% 15% 36% 4%
2020: %
Project’s public school attendance area(s) 3,200 2,548,820 | 10,513,655 63,773,000

2020 student population:
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The public school attendance population of the Acton/Agua Dulce service area
increased 177% between 1980 and 2000. This was a larger increase than that
experienced by Los Angeles County (27%), California (67%), and the U.S.
(38%).

The public school attendance population of the Acton/Agua Dulce service area is
projected to increase 55% from 2000 to 2020. This is significantly larger than the
changes in the public school attendance population projected for Los Angeles
County (15%), California (36%), and the U.S. (4%).

Table: Summary of Population Change: 1980, 2000, 2020

Acton/ Los Angeles
Agua Dulce County California
1980 3,518 7,500,300 23,667,902 226,545,805
1980-2000 Percent Change 256% 27% 43% 24%
2000 12,538 9,519,338 33,871,648 281,421,906
2000-2020 Percent Change 25% 22% 35% 15%
2020 15,634 11,584,800 45,821,900 324,927,000
Percent Change of Population Growth: 1980-2000, 2000-2020
300%
250% -
200% -
150% -
100% -
50% -
=l m B =
Acton/Agua | Los Angeles California Us.
Dulce County
M 1980-2000 Percent Change 256% 27% 43% 24%
2000-2020 Percent Change 25% 22% 35% 15%
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The population of the Acton/Agua Dulce service area increased 256% from
1980 to 2000. This was a larger increase than that experienced by Los Angeles
County (27%), California (43%), and the U.S. (24%).

The population of the Acton/Agua Dulce service area is expected to increase
25% between 2000 and 2020. This is a larger increase than is projected for Los
Angeles County (22%) and the U.S. (15%). It is a smaller increase than is
projected for California (35%).
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2. Poverty Rate
Source: Census 2000

Table: Poverty Status in 1999 in Service Area

Below Poverty Above Poverty Total
Acton/Agua Dulce 1,208 11,198 12,406
Los Angeles County 1,674,599 7,675,172 9,349,771
California 4,706,130 28,393,914 33,100,044
United States 33,899,812 239,982,420 273,882,232

Below Poverty Above Poverty Total
Acton/Agua Dulce 10% 90% 100%
Los Angeles County 18% 82% 100%
California 14% 86% 100%
United States 12% 88% 100%

Poverty Status in 1999 in Service Area
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e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, 1,208 people were below the poverty
level in 1999. This was 10% of the service area population.

e A smaller percentage (10%) of the Acton/Agua Dulce service area population
was below the poverty level than in Los Angeles County (18%), California
(14%), and the U.S. (12%).
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3. Per Capita Personal Income

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce (BEA
Regional Facts), Table CA1-3, May 2002

Note: Per capita personal income data was not available for the project service
area. Therefore, data is being utilized at the County level, and compared with
the State and the U.S.

Table: Per Capita Personal Income

1990 1999 2000
Los Angeles County $ 22,049 | $ 28,111 | $ 29,522
California $ 21,882 | $ 29,772 | $ 32,149
United States $ 19,572 | $ 27,843 | $ 29,469
Figure: Per Capita Personal Income
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000 -
$5,000 -
1990 1999 2000
m Los Angeles County $22,049 $28,111 $29,522
O California $21,882 $29,772 $32,149
@ United States $19,572 $27,843 $29,469

e In 1990, the per capita personal income in Los Angeles County was $22,049.
This is higher than the per capita personal income in California ($21,882) and the
per capital personal income in the U.S. ($19,572).

e In 1999, the per capita personal income in Los Angeles County was $28,111.
This is lower than the per capita personal income in California ($29,772) and
higher than the per capita personal income in the U.S. ($27,843).

e In 2000, the per capita personal income in Los Angeles County was $29,522.
This is lower than the per capita personal income in California ($32,149) and
slightly higher than the per capita personal income in the U.S. ($29,469).
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Table: Per Capita Personal Income as a Percentage of U.S. Per Capita

1990 1999 2000
Los Angeles County 113% 101% 100%
California 112% 107% 109%
United States 100% 100% 100%

Personal Income

Figure: Per Capita Personal Income as a Percentage of U.S. Per Capita Personal
Income
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e In 1990, per capita personal income as a percentage of the U.S. per capita
personal income was 113% in Los Angeles County. In 1999, per capita
personal income as a percentage of the U.S. per capita personal income had
decreased to 101% in Los Angeles County. In 2000, per capita personal
income as a percentage of the U.S. per capita personal income had decreased
to 100% in Los Angeles County.

e In 1990, per capita personal income as a percentage of the U.S. per capita
personal income was 112% in California. In 1999, per capita personal income
as a percentage of the U.S. per capita personal income had decreased to 107%
in California. In 2000, per capita personal income as a percentage of the U.S.
per capita personal income had increased to 109% in California.
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4. Literacy Rate
Source: 1996 Portland State University/Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment System
(CASAS)
Analysis: County of Los Angeles Public Library

Table: Literacy Level 1 and Level 2

Percent at Percent at
Level 1 Level 2
Los Angeles County 32% 23%
Congressional District 25 17% 20%
California 24% 22%

Figure: Geographic Comparison of Literacy Level 1 and Level 2
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‘ Percent at Level 2 23% 20% 22%
‘lPercent at Level 1 32% 17% 24%

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Table: Mean Literacy Proficiency

Mean
Literacy
Proficiency
California 266
Los Angeles County 250
Congressional District 25 280

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library
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Figure: Mean Literacy Proficiency
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

In 1993, the Educational Testing Service, under contract with the U.S. Department of
Education, conducted the National Adult Literacy Survey to measure and analyze the
state of adult literacy in the United States. The Educational Testing Service developed
five levels of literacy proficiency (Level 1 to Level 5, with Level 1 being the lowest level
of literacy proficiency, and Level 5 being the highest), each level with a corresponding
literacy score range derived from an overall possible score range of 0-500. The literacy
proficiency levels and their ranges are: Level 1 (0-225); Level 2 (226-275); Level 3 (276-
325); Level 4 (326-375); and Level 5 (376-500). Individuals with literacy proficiency
scores at Level 1 are likely to have serious literacy deficiencies and difficulties, as are
individuals performing at Level 2, but to a lesser extent.

Although adult literacy rate data is not available for the Acton/Agua Dulce library service
area, it is available for the 25™ Congressional District, in which Acton and Agua Dulce
are located, and is shown in the tables and figures above, as are the adult literacy rates
for Los Angeles County and California. The Level 1 and Level 2 adult literacy rates for
Los Angeles County (55% combined) indicate that 55% of the residents in the County
are performing at the lowest two adult literacy levels. The Level 1 and Level 2 literacy
rates for California (46% combined) indicate that 46% of State residents are performing
at the lowest two levels of literacy proficiency. The Level 1 and Level 2 adult literacy
rates for the 25" Congressional District (37% combined) indicate that 37% of District
residents are performing at these lowest literacy levels, which is a smaller percentage
than for Los Angeles County and the State. Conversely, a greater percentage of
residents in the 25" Congressional District are performing at higher literacy proficiency
Levels 3, 4, and 5 (63% combined) as compared to the County (45% combined) and the
State (54% combined).
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Additionally, the mean literacy proficiency score of 280 (on a scale of 0-500) for the 25"
Congressional District indicates that the average adult in the District is performing at the
Level 3 literacy rate. The mean literacy proficiency scores for Los Angeles County
(250) and for California (266) indicate that the average adult in each of these
jurisdictions is performing at the lower Level 2 literacy rate.

The higher literacy rate in the 25" Congressional District coupled with the high adult
educational attainment profile in the Acton/Agua Dulce library service area (61% of the
residents, 25 years and older, have some college education, a college degree, or a
graduate degree — see Section IIl.E.9. below, Educational Level) suggest an above
average adult literacy rate within the communities of Acton and Agua Dulce which is
most likely higher than the average literacy rates for the County and for the State.
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5. Unemployment Rate
Source: California Employment Development Department
Analysis: County of Los Angeles Public Library

Table: Unemployment Rate History by Geography over Time

1990 2000 2001 Oct-02
Acton CDP N/A 2.1% 2.2% 2.4%
Los Angeles County 5.9% 5.4% 5.7% 6.1%
California 5.8% 4.9% 5.3% 6.4%
United States 5.6% 4.0% 4.8% 5.7%

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Notes:
1.  All figures are seasonally adjusted.
2. CDP means Census Designated Place, as defined by the U.S. Census
Bureau.
NA means not available.
October 2002 numbers are preliminary.
The Acton CDP has very few people, 770 total.
Unemployment rate data not available for the Acton/Agua Dulce library
service area.

o0 kAw

Figure: Unemployment Rate History by Geography over Time
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library
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The unemployment rate for the Acton/Agua Dulce library service area is not available,
although the unemployment rate for the Acton Census Designated Place (CDP), a
smaller portion of the service area as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau, is available.
The table and figure above show the unemployment rate for the Acton CDP since 2000,
and for Los Angeles County, California, and the United States since 1990. While the
unemployment rate for the Acton CDP has risen from 2.1% in 2000 to 2.4% in late
2002, following a similar trend in the unemployment rates at the County, State, and
national levels, the overall unemployment rate for the Acton CDP has consistently
remained considerably less than the rates in the larger jurisdictions over this time
period. In October 2002, the unemployment rate in the Acton CDP was 2.4%, which
was less than half of the unemployment rates in the same month for Los Angeles
County (6.1%), California (6.4%), and the United States (5.7%). The consistently low
unemployment rate in the Acton CDP from 2000 to 2002 suggests a similarly low
unemployment rate for the Acton/Agua Dulce library service area.
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6. Age of Population
Source: Census 2000

Table: 2000 Age Distribution by Geography

Acton/ Agua Acton/ Agua Los Angeles Los Angeles

California California  United States

Dulce Dulce County County
Under 5 683 5.4%) 737,631 7.7% 2,486,981 7.3%| 19,175,798 6.8%9)
5t09 988 7.9%) 802,047 8.4% 2,725,830 8.0%| 20,549,505 7.3%)
10to 14 1,243 9.9%) 723,652 7.6% 2,570,822 7.6%| 20,528,072 7.3%)
15t0 17 657 5.2% 404,646 4.3% 1,466,146 4.3%| 12,040,437 4.3%)
18to 34 1,818 145% 2,562,379 26.9% 8,595,092 254% 67,035,178 23.8%
35t064 6,187 49.3% 3,362,310 35.3% 12,431,069 36.7%| 107,101,163 38.1%9
65 and over 962 7.7%) 926,673 9.7% 3,595,658 10.6% 34,991,753 12.4%
Total 12,538 100.0%| 9,519,338 100.099 33,871,648 100.0%| 281,421,906 100.0%

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Figure: 2000 Age Distribution by Geography
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

e Children under 5 comprise 5.4% of the population of the Acton/Agua Dulce
service area. This is a smaller percentage than Los Angeles County (7.7%),
California (7.3%), and the U.S. (6.8%).

e Children, ages 5 to 9, comprise 7.9% of the population of the Acton/Agua Dulce
service area. This is a smaller percentage than Los Angeles County (8.4%) and
California (8.0%), and is a larger percentage than the U.S. (7.3%).
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e Children, ages 10 to 14, comprise 9.9% of the population of the Acton/Agua
Dulce service area. This is a larger percentage than Los Angeles County (7.6%),
California (7.6%), and the U.S. (7.3%).

e Children, ages 15 to 17, comprise 5.2% of the population of the Acton/Agua
Dulce service area. This is a larger percentage than Los Angeles County (4.3%),
California (4.3%), and the U.S. (4.3%).

e Adults, ages 18 to 34, comprise 14.5% of the population of the Acton/Agua Dulce
service area. This is a smaller percentage than Los Angeles County (26.9%),
California (25.4%), and the U.S. (23.8%).

e Adults, ages 35 to 64, comprise 49.3% of the population of the Acton/Agua Dulce
service area. This is a larger percentage than Los Angeles County (35.3%),
California (36.7%), and the U.S. (38.1%).

e Adults, ages 65 and older, comprise 7.7% of the population of the Acton/Agua
Dulce service area. This is a smaller percentage than Los Angeles County
(9.7%), California (10.6%), and the U.S. (12.4%).

e Children, 17 and younger, comprise 28.4% of the population of the Acton/Agua
Dulce service area. This is a larger percentage than Los Angeles County
(28.0%), California (27.2%), and the U.S. (25.7%).
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7. Occupations

Source: Census 2000

Table: Summary of Occupation by Geography

Actlgglchsua Lox\:r?sles California United States
Total: 5,448 3,953,415 14,718,928 129,721,512
Management, professional, and related 1,900 1,355,973 5,295,069 43,646,731
Service 820 580,809 2,173,874 19,276,947
Sales and office 1,424 1,090,059 3,939,383 34,621,390
Farming, fishing, and forestry 13 6,650 196,695 951,810
Construction, extraction, and maintenance 677, 306,450 1,239,160 12,256,138
Production, transportation, and material moving 614 613,474 1,874,747 18,968,496

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Table: Percentage Summary of Occupation by Geography

Act[(;Lr}l/CAgua Loz::r?tiles California United States
Management, professional, and related 35% 34% 3699 34%
Service 15% 15% 15% 15%
Sales and office 26% 28% 279 27%
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0% 0% 199 1%
Construction, extraction, and maintenance 129% 8% 8% 9%
Production, transportation, and material moving 11% 16% 13% 15%

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public
Library

Figure: Percentage Summary of Occupation by Geography
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, 35% of the employed civilian
population, 16 years of age and older, are in positions classified as
management and professional. This is very similar to Los Angeles County
(34%), California (36%), and the U.S. (34%).

ACTON/AGUA DULCE LIBRARY PROJECT
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e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, 15% of the employed civilian
population, 16 years of age and older, are in positions classified as service.
This is the same percentage as Los Angeles County (15%), California (15%),
and the U.S. (15%).

e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, 26% of the employed civilian
population, 16 years of age and older, are in positions classified as sales and
office. This is similar to Los Angeles County (28%), California (27%), and the
U.S. (27%).

e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, less than one percent (rounded to 0%)
of the employed civilian population, 16 years of age and older, are in
positions classified as farming, fishing, and forestry. This is the same
percentage as Los Angeles County (0%), and lower than California (1%) and
the U.S. (1%).

e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, 12% of the employed civilian
population, 16 years of age and older, are in positions classified as
construction, extraction, and maintenance. This is larger than Los Angeles
County (8%), California (8%), and the U.S. (9%).

e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, 11% of the employed civilian
population, 16 years of age and older, are in positions classified as
production, transportation, and material moving. This is lower than Los
Angeles County (16%), California (13%), and the U.S. (15%).
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8. Median Property Value

Table: Median Property Value Over Time By Geography

% Change Oct 01

Oct-01 Oct-02 to Oct 02 Note
Acton/Agua Dulce $ 324,895 | $ 462,000 42.2% 1
Los Angeles County $ 234,905 | $ 284,000 20.9% 2
California $ 263,020 | $ 322,730 22.7% 3
United States $ 145,400 | $ 159,600 9.8% 4

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Notes:
1. Information only available for ZIP code 93510 from DataQuick.
2. Information for Los Angeles County from DataQuick.
3. Information for California from California Association of Realtors.
4. Information for United States from National Association of Realtors.

Figure: Median Property Value over Time by Geography
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public
Library
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e In the one year period between October 2001 and October 2002, the median
property value in ZIP code 93510 (part of the Acton/Agua Dulce service area)
increased 42.2%. This was significantly higher than the percentage increase
during the same time period in Los Angeles County (20.9%), California
(22.7%), and the U.S. (9.8%).

e In October 2002, the median property value in ZIP code 93510 (part of the
Acton/Agua Dulce service area) was $462,000. This was significantly higher
than the median property value in October 2002 for Los Angeles County
($284,000), California ($322,730), and the U.S. ($159,600).
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9. Educational Level
Source: Census 2000

Table: Educational Attainment Age 25 and Over

%hto 12th Some

Hgh school College Graduage
grade, no college, no Tota
diploma, graduate degree degree degree
Acto/Agua Dulce 8 88 1,8% 2401 1,703 415 7539
Los Angeles Courty 955,932 8145%2| 1108314| 1174477 1312878 516755| 5882948
Cdlifomia 2446324 | 249419 4283452| 487933%| 5158560| 2029809| 21,298900
United States 13755477 21,960148| 52168981| 3835155 39830625 16144813| 182,211,639
Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public
Library

Table: Educational Attainment Age 25 and Over by Percentage of the Population
%hto 12th

Below Sth Hgh school College Graduage
grade grgd e no degree degree
diploma

Acton/Agua Dulce X 12% 2% 3% 2% 64 1004
Los Angeles Courty 16%4 144 194 204 2% % 1004
Cdlifomia 11% 12% 20% 2% 24% 104 1004
United States 8% 12% 294 2194 2% % 1004

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public

Library

Figure: Educational Attainment Age 25 and Over by Percentage of the Population
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public
Library
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e Very few (3%) adults, age 25 and over, in the Acton/Agua Dulce service area
have below a 9" grade education. This is significantly lower than Los
Angeles County (16%), California (11%), and the U.S. (8%).

e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, 12% of adults, age 25 and over, have
an educational attainment ranging between 9™ and 12" grade with no
diploma. This is similar to Los Angeles County (14%), California (12%), and
the U.S. (12%).

e One-fourth (25%) of adults, age 25 and over, in the Acton/Agua Dulce
service area indicated high school graduate as their highest level of
educational attainment. This is higher than Los Angeles County (19%) and
California (20%), and is lower than the U.S. (29%).

e Almost one-third (32%) of adults, age 25 and over, in the Acton/Agua Dulce
service area indicated that some college, no degree, was their highest level
of educational attainment. This is higher than Los Angeles County (20%),
California (23%), and the U.S. (21%).

e More than one-fifth (23%) of adults, age 25 and over, in the Acton/Agua
Dulce service area indicated that a college degree was their highest level of
educational attainment. This was very similar to Los Angeles County (22%),
California (24%), and the U.S. (22%).

e Six percent of adults, age 25 and over, in the Acton/Agua Dulce service area
indicated that their highest level of educational attainment was a graduate
degree. This is lower than Los Angeles County (9%), California (10%), and
the U.S. (9%).
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10. Languages Spoken

Source: Census 2000

Table: Population Speaking English Not Well or Not at All by Geography

Acton/ Los Angeles California United States
Agua Dulce County

Total 5to 17 years 2,888 1,931,560 6,766,444 53,096,003
Total Speak English "not well" or "not at all" 35 149,648 390,046 1,321,976
Total 18 years and over 8,967 6,859,536 24,650,185 209,279,149
Total Speak English "not well" or "not at all" 276 1,245,699 2,966,864 9,664,875

Table: Percentage of the Population Speaking English Not Well or Not at All by

Geography
Acton/Agua Los Angeles
Dulce County Cdlifornia United States
Percent of 5to0 17 years 1.2% 7.7 5.8% 2.5%
Percent of 18 years and over 31% 18.294 12.0% 4.6%

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Figure: Percentage of the Population Speaking English Not Well or Not at All by

Geography
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

e Very few children (1.2%), ages 5 to 17 years old, in the Acton/Agua Dulce
service area speak English “not well” or “not at all.” This is lower than Los
Angeles County (7.7%), California (5.8%), and the U.S. (2.5%).

e In the Acton/Agua Dulce service area, very few adults (3.1%), 18 years and
older, indicated that they spoke English “not well” or “not at all.” This is lower

than Los Angeles County (18.2%), California (12.0%), and the U.S. (4.6%).
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11. Occupied Housing Units by Tenure
Source: Census 2000

Table: Population in Occupied Housing Units by Tenure and Geography

Owner Renter
Occupied Occupied Total
Acton/Agua Dulce 11,239 1,299 12,538
Los Angeles County 4,777,190 4,742,148 9,519,338
California 19,679,541| 14,192,107 33,871,648
United States 193,308,759| 88,113,147| 281,421,906

Prepared by Civic Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Table: Percentage of Population in Occupied Housing Units by Tenure

Geography
Owner Renter
Occupied Occupied Total
Acton/Agua Dulce 90% 10% 100%
Los Angeles County 50% 50% 100%
California 58% 42% 100%
United States 69% 31% 100%

Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Figure: Percentage of Population in Occupied Housing Units by Tenure and
Geography
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library
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e The vast majority (90%) of residents in the Acton/Agua Dulce service area
live in owner occupied housing units. This is much higher than Los Angeles
County (50%), California (58%), and the U.S. (69%).

e Only 10% of residents in the Acton/Agua Dulce service area live in renter
occupied housing units. This is much lower than Los Angeles County (50%),
California (42%), and the U.S. (31%).
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12. Average Household Size
Source: Census 2000

Table: Average Household size by Geography

Average
Household
Size

Acton/Agua Dulce 1.74

Los Angeles County 2.98

California 2.87

United States 2.59
Prt;apared by Civic Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public
Library

Figure: Average Household Size by Geography
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Prepared by CIVIC Technologies, Inc. for the County of Los Angeles Public Library

e The average household size in the Acton/Agua Dulce service area is 1.74
people. This is considerably smaller than the average household size in Los
Angeles County (2.98 people), California (2.87 people), and the U.S. (2.59

people).
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13. Population by Race and Ethnicity
Source: Census 2000
Analysis: County of Los Angeles Public Library

Table: Population by Race (Non-Hispanic) and Hispanic Ethnicity: 2000

Los Angeles

_Acton/AguaDulce . County ~ California United States

Population %  Population| % | Population % Population | %
White (Non-
Hispanic) 10,237 | 81.6% 2,959,614 | 31.1% 15,816,790 | 46.7% 194,552,774 | 69.1%
African
American/Black
(Non-Hispanic) 216 1.7% 901,472 9.5% 2,181,926 6.4% 33,947,837 | 12.1%
Hispanic 1,435 | 11.4% 4,242,213 | 44.6% 10,966,556 | 32.4% 35,305,818 | 12.5%
Asian (Non-
Hispanic) 229 1.8% 1,124,569 | 11.8% 3,648,860 | 10.8% 10,123,169 3.6%
American
Indian/Alaska
Native (Non-
Hispanic) 93 0.7% 25,609 0.3% 178,984 0.5% 2,068,883 0.7%
Native
Hawaiian/Pacific
Islander (Non-
Hispanic) 19 0.2% 23,265 0.2% 103,736 0.3% 353,509 0.1%
Two or More Races
(Non-Hispanic) 260 2.1% 222,661 2.3% 903,115 2.7% 4,602,146 1.6%
Other (Non-
Hispanic) 49 0.4% 19,935 0.2% 71,681 0.2% 467,770 0.2%

9,519,338 | 100% 33,871,648 281,421,906
Prepared by the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Figure: Population by Race (Non-Hispanic) and Hispanic Ethnicity: 2000
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Prepared by the County of Los Angeles Public Library

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY ACTON/AGUA DULCE LIBRARY PROJECT
COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEEDS ASSESSMENT page 42



e The population of the Acton/Agua Dulce library service area in 2000 was
comprised primarily of non-Hispanic Whites (81.6%), with a Hispanic
population of 1,435 residents (11.4%). Non-Hispanic Asians comprised 1.8%
of the service area population and non-Hispanic African Americans and
Blacks comprised 1.7% of the service area population.

e In 2000, the population of Los Angeles County was comprised of 31.1% non-
Hispanic Whites, 44.6% Hispanics, 11.8% non-Hispanic Asians, and 9.5%
non-Hispanic African Americans and Blacks.

e In 2000, the population of the State of California was comprised of 46.7%
non-Hispanic Whites, 32.4% Hispanics, 10.8% non-Hispanic Asians, and
6.4% non-Hispanic African Americans and Blacks.

e In 2000, the population of the United States was comprised of 69.1% non-
Hispanic Whites, 12.5% Hispanics, 3.6% non-Hispanic Asians, and 12.1%
non-Hispanic African Americans and Blacks.
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14. Race and Ethnicity of Student Enrollment
Source: California Dept. of Education. Educational Demographics Unit

Analysis: County of Los Angeles Public Library

Table: Race and Ethnicity of Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
Student Enrollment by School: 2002-2003

Acton Agua Dulce Meadowlark High Desert Vasquez District
Elementary Elementary Elementary Junior High High Total
Enroll- Enroll- Enroll Enroll Enroll Enroll
ment % ment % -ment ) -ment % -ment -ment
White
(Non-
Hispanic) 380 77.4% 273 | 78.7% 224 79.2% 315 77.2% 446 | 81.2% | 1,638 78.8%
African
American/
Black 8 1.6% 3 0.9% 1 0.4% 4 1.0% 6 1.1% 22 1.1%
Hispanic 90 18.3% 63 | 18.2% 51 18.0% 57 14.0% 71 | 12.9% 332 16.0%
Asian 6 1.2% 3 0.9% 3 1.1% 1 0.2% 3 0.5% 16 0.8%
Filipino 5 1.0% 1 0.3% 1 0.4% 1 0.2% 7 1.3% 15 0.7%
Pacific
Islander 0 0.0% 2 0.6% 0 0.0% 7 1.7% 2 0.4% 11 0.5%
American
Indian/
Alaska
Native 2 0.4% 2 0.6% 2 0.7% 2 0.5% 4 0.7% 12 0.6%
Other/No
Response 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.4% 21 5.1% 10 1.8% 32 1.5%

Prepared by the County of Los Angeles Public Library

Table: Race and Ethnicity of Public School Enroliment by District, County, and
State: 2002-2003

Acton/Agua Dulce Loz?gr?te;les California

‘ Enrollment % Enroliment ‘ % ‘ Enroliment
White (Non-Hispanic) 1,638 | 78.8% 305,499 | 17.6% 2,106,042 33.7%
African American/Black 22 1.1% 188,030 | 10.8% 515,805 8.3%
Hispanic 332 | 16.0% 1,053,552 | 60.7% 2,819,504 45.2%
Asian 16 0.8% 134,256 7.7% 502,676 8.1%
Filipino 15 0.7% 36,336 2.1% 156,549 2.5%
Pacific Islander 11 0.5% 8,303 0.5% 41,446 0.7%
American Indian/Alaska Native 12 0.6% 5,511 0.3% 53,898 0.9%
Other/No Response 32 1.5% 4,761 0.3% 48,483 0.8%

Total 2,078 100% | 1,736,248 ‘ 100% 6,244,403 100%

Prepared by the County of Los Angeles Public Library
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Figure: Race and Ethnicity of Public School Enrollment by District, County, and

State: 2002-2003

100.0%

90.0%

80.0%

70.0%
60.0% 1
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0% 1—
10.0%

0.0%

ACTON/AGUA DuLCE

Los ANGELES COUNTY

CALIFORNIA

O WHITE (NON-HISPANIC)

78.8%

17.6%

33.7%

B AFRICAN AMERICAN/BLACK

1.1%

10.8%

8.3%

W HisPANIC

16.0%

60.7%

45.2%

M ASIAN

0.8%

7.7%

8.1%

0O OTHER

3.3%

3.2%

4.9%

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY
COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEEDS ASSESSMENT
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Another indicator of racial and ethnic distribution is the school-age student
population. The racial and ethnic composition of the students enrolled in the
Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District in 2002-2003 closely mirrors that of the
larger service area, though with a slightly lower percentage of non-Hispanic
White students and a higher percentage of Hispanic students than the service
population at large. In 2002-2003, the composition of the School District’s
student population was 78.8% non-Hispanic White, 16.0% Hispanic, 1.1%
African American and Black, 0.8% Asian, and 0.7% Filipino.

In 2002-2003, the composition of Los Angeles County’s public school student
population was 17.6% non-Hispanic White, 60.7% Hispanic, 10.8% African
American and Black, 7.7% Asian, and 2.1% Filipino.

In 2002-2003, the composition of the State of California’s public school student
population was 33.7% non-Hispanic White, 45.2% Hispanic, 8.3% African
American and Black, 8.1% Asian, and 2.5% Filipino.
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F. Academic Performance Index (API)

The Acton and Agua Dulce communities are served by the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified
School District. The District consists of three elementary schools, a junior high school,
and a high school. The elementary schools are Acton Elementary, Agua Dulce
Elementary, and Meadowlark Elementary. The other two schools in the District are
High Desert Junior High School and Vasquez High School.

Every public school receives a statewide rank along with its base score as part of
California’s annual Academic Performance Index (API) reporting program. These two
measures, the rank and the score, are used in gauging the academic performance of
individual schools and an entire school district. The API is a numeric index that ranges
from a low of 200 to a high of 1000. The score or placement of a school on the APl is an
indicator of the school's performance level. This number was calculated using scores
from tests that students took in the spring of 2002: the Stanford Achievement Test, ninth
edition (Stanford 9), the California Standards Tests, and the California High School Exit
Examination. The API goal set by the State for all schools is 800. If a school's API
number is higher, that indicates that students scored better on the tests.

The statewide rank is a number from 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest), indicating in which
decile the school performed. Each decile contains ten percent of all elementary, middle,
and high schools. Data based on the Spring 2002 test was released by the California
Department of Education in February 2003.

The following section reports the scores and rank for each of the public schools that
serve children who live in Acton and Agua Dulce.

Table: Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District 2002 API Data

Source: California Dept. of Education

2002 API Data
# of Students | API Statewide | Similar Schools
Tested Score | Rank Rank
Elementary Schools
Acton Elementary 452 780 8 6
Agua Dulce Elementary 260 761 7 4
Meadowlark Elementary 105 700 6 1
Middle School
High Desert Junior High N/A N/A N/A N/A
High School
Vasquez High 354 640 5 1

N/A: Not Available or Not Applicable
Figure: Comparative Analysis of API 2002 Ranks for Schools in Service Area
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Figure: Comparative Analysis of Average APl Rank for Schools in Service Area
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All of the elementary schools in the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District had above
average API test scores for 2002. With a score of 780, Acton Elementary had a
statewide rank of 8, indicating that the students in that school scored higher than the
students in 70% of the other public elementary schools participating in the 2002 API
test. Agua Dulce Elementary had an APl 2002 score of 761 and a statewide rank of 7;
its students scored higher than the students in 60% of the other public elementary
schools participating in the 2002 API test. Meadowlark Elementary had an APl 2002
score of 700 and a statewide rank of 6; its students scored higher than the students in
50% of the other public elementary schools participating in the 2002 API test.

High Desert Junior High School APl 2002 scores cannot be reported because for at
least one STAR content area used in the API calculations, the school failed to test a
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significant portion of students who were not exempt from testing in 2002. However, in
2001, High Desert Junior High School had an API score of 736 and a statewide rank of
7; its students scored higher than the students in 60% of the other public middle schools
participating in the 2001 API test.

Vasquez High School had an APl 2002 score of 640 and a statewide rank of 5. This
means that Vasquez High School students scored higher than the students in 40% of
the other public high schools participating in the 2002 API test.

According to the Explanatory Notes for the 2002 Academic Performance Index Base
Report, all schools that receive APIs are ranked in deciles by school type: elementary,
middle, and high. A rank of 10 is the highest and 1 is the lowest. Each decile in each
school type contains 10% of all schools of that type. All schools with at least 100
students with test results included in the API are also ranked in deciles by school type
when compared to schools with similar characteristics. The Public Schools
Accountability Act (PSAA) specifies these characteristics to include:

Pupil mobility

Pupil ethnicity

Pupil socioeconomic status

Percentage of teachers who are fully credentialed

Percentage of teachers who hold emergency credentials

Percentage of pupils who are English language learners

Average class size per grade level

Whether the schools operate multitrack year-round educational programs

To derive these ranks, the California Department of Education employed standard
statistical procedures to generate a school characteristics index. All legally required
characteristics were considered as part of these procedures. The characteristics index
was then employed in the following fashion to determine the "similar schools rank” of an
individual school:

e A comparison group for an individual school was formed by listing all schools
(of the same school type) in order (high to low) based on the school
characteristics index. Then for each school, the 100 most similar schools are
selected, that is, the 50 schools immediately above and 50 schools
immediately below a selected school. In the event that the individual school's
characteristics index was within fifty of either the top or the bottom of the
statewide distribution, that school's comparison group became either the top
100 schools by school characteristics index or the bottom 100 as
appropriate.

e The 100 schools in the comparison group were separated into deciles
according to the value of their 2002 APIs.

e The API of the individual school was then compared to the APIs of the
schools in its comparison group.

e The individual school was assigned the appropriate decile rank.

(From http://www.cde.ca.gov/psaa/api/api0203/base/expn02b.htm)
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When compared to similar schools, all of the schools in the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified
School District that participated in the 2002 API test exceeded the rank of similar
schools. Those comparisons are as follows:

e Acton Elementary School achieved a statewide rank of 8 while the Similar
Schools achieved a rank of 6.

e Agua Dulce Elementary School achieved a statewide rank of 7 while the
Similar Schools achieved a rank of 4.

e Meadowlark Elementary School achieved a statewide rank of 6 while the
Similar Schools achieved a rank of 1.

e Vasquez High School achieved a statewide rank of 5 while the Similar
Schools achieved a rank of 1.
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V. Community Characteristics Analysis and Discussion

The Acton/Agua Dulce Library service area is a 178 square mile region located in
northern Los Angeles County. (Service Area Map, see Appendix D). Largely residential
communities whose residents commute to work in Los Angeles, Palmdale or Lancaster,
Acton and Agua Dulce are small, rural communities, geographically isolated both from
Los Angeles and from other communities in northern Los Angeles County. The cities of
Palmdale and Lancaster are approximately 20 miles north of the library service area
while Santa Clarita is 20 miles to the southwest.

The rural nature of the communities is highly prized by residents. Local Community
Standards Districts have been imposed to preserve open space; prevent over-
development and crowding; and regulate commercial lighting. Large lots suitable for
equestrian activities and riding trails are valued amenities. In order to maintain this rural
lifestyle, the residents of both Acton and Agua Dulce are forced to travel long distances
for many services and amenities. Grocery stores, restaurants, medical offices, movie
theaters, and libraries are located in Palmdale, Lancaster, and Santa Clarita — between
20 and 45 minutes’ travel time from Acton and Agua Dulce. One resident stated at a
focus group meeting, “I grew up going to the library every two weeks, and living in this
area, it's very difficult to take my kids to a library.” College students travel 22 miles to
Lancaster or 26 miles to Santa Clarita for the nearest two-year colleges, and even
further for university classes. Museums and performing arts venues in Los Angeles are
between 1 % and 2 hours’ travel time from both communities.

Scattered housing, including larger new residence
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Small, older home, typical of housing in the Acton/Agua Dulce area.

Acton and Agua Dulce have long and interesting histories. Archeological sites in the
Agua Dulce area point to the presence of the Tataviam Indians from as early as 2000
B.C. to the late 1700’s. They were drawn to the area by the year-round availability of
water from springs in the area. Many of the archaeological sites are in the area called
Vasquez Rocks. An area of distinctive rock formations “sculpted by 8 to 15 million
years of earthquake activity along the Elkhorn fault”, the area is named for infamous
California bandit, Tiburcio Vasquez who, according to legend, used the area as a
hideout in the 1800’s. Today Vasquez Rocks is a natural area park under the direction
of the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation. A popular camping
and hiking spot, the unusual rock formations have also been featured in numerous
movies and commercials.’

While Acton was not settled until the late 1800’s, it too has an interesting background.
The early economy was stimulated by the discovery of gold in nearby Soledad Canyon.
Many local place names still reflect this early history, for example: the community was
named for Acton, Massachusetts, the hometown of a local miner; a main thoroughfare,
Red River Mine Road, is named for a mine owned by Henry T. Gage, governor of
California from 1899 to 1903.* Mining eventually died out to be replaced by farms and
ranches. Due to continuing water shortages, agriculture has almost disappeared from
the area, but ranches continue to thrive, and equestrian activities play a large role in the
community.

Of special note is the Colombo Lilac Ranch. Christopher Brevidoro and his wife, Ida,
moved their family to Acton in 1935. The owners of a flower shop in Highland Park, Mr.
Brevidoro “spotted a lilac bush blooming at an Acton roadside while on a deer hunting
trip and decided the Acton climate was right for lilacs”.> The family is still active in the
Acton community. The selected site for the new Acton/Agua Dulce Library was donated
by the Brevidoro family. This generous donation emphasizes the continued strong
commitment of their sons, John and Robert Brevidoro, to improving public services for
the residents of Acton and Agua Dulce. The selected site is ideally located on Crown
Valley Road, approximately 900 feet north of its intersection with Sierra Highway,

® Feller, Walter, “Historical Notes,” Vasquez Rocks (2003). http://aeve.com.

“ Acton, California, “History ,” (2004). http://www.cityofacton.org.

® Bostwick, Charles F., “Family Donates Library Land,” Vanguard News (2003).
http://www.vanguardnews.com/updates/031102up.htm
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making access to the library convenient for residents throughout the service area.
Crown Valley Road is the major north-south thoroughfare in Acton; Sierra Highway is a
major east-west traffic corridor, which connects to Agua Dulce Canyon Road, the main
route into Agua Dulce. As there is little or no public transportation available in the area,
access to these major thoroughfares is of primary importance.

Acton is considered part of the Antelope Valley and Agua Dulce part of the Santa Clarita
Valley. Both valley areas are growing rapidly, far outpacing earlier growth projections
and placing them at the forefront of the “growth communities” of Los Angeles County.
Acton and Agua Dulce residents have been concerned about the rampant growth in the
two valleys and its potential negative impact on their rural lifestyle. In response to this
threat, both communities have developed Community Standards Districts (CSD) for
protection. At the time this Community Library Needs Assessment was prepared,
Acton’s CSD had been officially approved but Agua Dulce’s CSD was still in draft form.
Because the proposed library will be constructed in Acton, the architectural design will
comply with the Acton CSD guidelines, which specify a “western” style design.

View of bookmobile that serves the Acton and Agua Dulce residents.

Agua Dulce town center and business area
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The area to be served by the Acton/Agua Dulce Library was home to 12,538 residents
in 2000. This was a dramatic increase of 256% from 1980, when the area was home to
only 3,518 people. While this rate of increase was much larger than the rate of growth
for Los Angeles County (27%), California (43%), or the United States (24%) for the
same period, it is expected to slow during the next 20 years. By 2020, the population is
expected to reach 15,634, which would be a 25% increase over the 2000 population.

This projected rate of growth is less than the 35% increase that is anticipated for
California. It is, however, greater than the anticipated growth rate for Los Angeles
County (22%) and the United States (15%), and while less dramatic than the growth
from 1980-2000, it still presents a formidable challenge for the area.

Even though the average household size in the Acton/Agua Dulce area is 1.74 people,
well below the average size for Los Angeles County (2.98), for California (2.87) or for
the nation (2.59), approximately 28.4% of the population is under the age of 18, with
23% being between the ages of 5 and 17. Parents and caregivers have few local
resources for reading enrichment activities for young children. Of the approximately
3,560 school age residents of the area, 2,078 or 58.3% are enrolled in schools in the
Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District. The others, for the most part, attend schools
in Palmdale and Santa Clarita or they are homeschooled. Usage of the Antelope Valley
Bookmobile, which serves the Acton/Agua Dulce area approximately 65 hours per
month, supports the idea that there are a substantial number of homeschoolers in the
area, although no official data is available.

The Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District serves the area with three elementary
schools, one junior high school and one high school. Although the first elementary
school for the area was established in the 1860’s, prior to about 1990, junior high and
high school students were bussed to Palmdale. As the community grew, residents
worked to keep students within the community for their entire educational experience,
and their efforts culminated in the establishment of Vasquez High School in 1993 and
the unification of the School District in the same year. There are small school libraries
at each school except the high school, which has no library. School libraries are not
open after school. Parents must drive students to libraries in neighboring communities
over 20 miles away, for homework and research resources. Survey respondents
indicated a desire for “homework services” and a “homework study center” at the new
library.

Acton-Agua Dulce students demonstrate academic excellence and interest in a wide
range of intellectual pursuits. In 2002, all of the elementary schools in the Acton-Agua
Dulce Unified School District had above average API test scores. While API 2002
scores could not be reported for High Desert Junior High School, the school did report
an API score of 736 for 2001. Although Vasquez High School reported the lowest API
score in the district, when compared to similar schools, all of the schools in the Acton-
Agua Dulce Unified School District that participated in the 2002 API test exceeded the
rank of similar schools.

A substantial percentage of adults 25 years and older, living in the area report having at
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least some college-level education. While only 6% hold a graduate degree, 23% hold
an undergraduate degree and an additional 32% indicate some college education but
did not complete a degree. Although the adult literacy rate for the Acton/Agua Dulce
area is not available, the high adult educational achievement profile, coupled with a
higher than average adult literacy rate reported for the 25th Congressional District, in
which Acton and Agua Dulce are located, suggests an above average adult literacy rate
within the two communities.

In the Acton/Agua Dulce area, individuals over the age of 16, who are employed in the
civilian workforce, are most likely to be in either a management/professional position or
a sales/office position. This is similar to the occupational pattern in Los Angeles
County, California and the nation as a whole.

The population of the Acton/Agua Dulce Library service area is primarily White (81.6%),
with a Hispanic population of 1,435 residents (11.4%). Non-Hispanic Asians comprise
1.8% of the service area population and non-Hispanic African Americans.

The largely homogeneous nature of the population is also reflected in the fact that
English is spoken in the majority of homes in the Acton/Agua Dulce area. Only 3.1% of
adults 18 years and older indicated that they spoke English “not well” or “not at all’, and
even fewer children (1.2%) ages 5 to 17 were reported to speak English “not well” or
“not at all”. Both of these percentages are well below those for Los Angeles County,
California and the United States.

The relatively high levels of education, literacy and English fluency are also reflected in
a lower than average poverty rate, 10% as compared to 18% for Los Angeles County;
an unemployment rate of 2.4% for the Acton Census Designated Place (CDP) as
opposed to 6.1% for Los Angeles County and 6.4% for California; and a higher than
average median housing value of $462,000, with 90% of the housing units being owner-
occupied.

Given the high educational level of local residents and the geographic isolation of the
two communities, it is not surprising that the residents of Acton and Agua Dulce want
and need a library. While each community is distinct, with separate and distinct local
activities and organizations, as well as separate community standards, they do
cooperate in many joint ventures to benefit their respective residents. Much of this
cooperation stems from the fact that similar needs exist in both communities but neither
has sufficient population to support totally separate organizations in all instances.
Similarly, Acton and Agua Dulce do not have large enough populations to justify and
support a separate public library in each community. The proposed Acton/Agua Dulce
Library will provide service to both communities and will provide “a gathering place” and
“a cultural center”, something currently lacking in the communities. The proposed
library will be adequate to serve the projected, combined population of 15,000 residents
by the year 2020. The communities’ long history of joint projects and cooperation
ensures that the Acton/Agua Dulce Library will be enthusiastically supported and used
by the residents of both communities.

V. ANALYSIS OF LIBRARY SERVICE NEEDS
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A. Executive Summary

The residents of Acton and Agua Dulce need and want a community library. The area has
grown 256% in population since 1980 (3,518 residents to 12,538 in 2000), and is projected to
grow another 25% to 15,634 by 2020. These two neighboring unincorporated communities
comprise an area of approximately 178 square miles, with most retail establishments and
governmental services located 20-25 miles away.

This rural, isolated area is currently underserved in terms of library service, with only
bookmobile service available during limited weekday stops. The bookmobile cannot take the
place of a permanent library facility, nor can it provide program and seating space and current
technology for users.

During the focus groups, surveys, and community meetings discussed in Section Il of this
Community Needs Assessment, residents described the types of services they wanted their
new library to provide. Those services were also supported by the demographic data provided
in Section 1l of this Needs Assessment. The new library should focus its resources on the
library service responses most important to local residents. Those service responses, in
alphabetical order, are:

Commons — A library that provides a Commons environment helps address the need of
people to meet and interact with others in their community and to participate in public
discourse about community issues.

Current Topics and Titles — A library that provides Current Topics and Titles helps fulfill
community residents’ appetite for information about popular culture and social trends
and their desire for satisfying recreational experiences.

Formal Learning Support — A library that offers Formal Learning Support helps students
who are enrolled in a formal program of education or who are pursuing their education
through a program of homeschooling to attain their educational goals.

Lifelong Learning — A library that provides Lifelong Learning service helps address the
desire for self-directed personal growth and development opportunities.

To support these service responses, the library staff should build collections and services that
will enable the delivery of quality services in these areas. The collections should be available in
a variety of formats, including print, audiovisual, and electronic, and should provide a broad
collection of general interest materials, as well as special collections tailored to community
needs, such as local history and animal husbandry. Services and programs should meet the
varied needs of all ages, with the library serving as a cultural and informational center for these
remote communities.

Acton and Agua Dulce residents of all ages should be served by the materials (print,
audiovisual, and electronic) offered as part of the library’'s implementation of the selected
service responses. Staff will meet their needs by various means, including but not limited to, the
community library collection, intra-library loan, inter-library loan, and electronic resources.

Staff should create displays that highlight items in the library collection and encourage displays
of works of local artists. They should also institute procedures that result in the prompt
reshelving of all new materials so they will be available for other users as soon as possible.

Technology will be an integral part of the library. Twenty technology workstations will be
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provided for public use, and eight of these will be in the Community Learning Center. Library
customers will have access to a wide variety of electronic resources, software applications such
as Word, Excel and PowerPoint, access to the Internet, and to staff who will be available to
assist them whenever necessary. Technology training should be offered. Self-service
technology should be provided as a customer option to maximize library staff time available for
provision of direct customer service. High speed Internet access and wireless capacity for
laptop use will be available.

The community library staff should sponsor or co-sponsor programs, such as story times,
discussions, demonstrations, artistic and educational presentations on topics of interest to
children, teens, adults, and seniors. Programs can be held in the library or in the community
meeting room. Library programs that support broad community involvement should be planned,
such as a “one city, one book” program. Staff should encourage active community participation
in library-wide programs as well, such as Children’'s Book Week and the Summer Ready
Program.

Public school students are the target audience for the Formal Learning Support service
response. The library should offer quiet study space for students and areas for students to
collaborate with others to complete school-related projects. To supplement and support the
services the County Library can offer to public school students, the Library should partner with
the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District to provide resources, services, and equipment that
would help children succeed in school.

Library users should be made aware of the resources of the County of Los Angeles Public
Library. This should be done by having a variety of printed brochures available for distribution,
information on the Library’s Web site, and by the staff informing library users how they could
access information and services available at other locations, online, or by phone.

Community library staff should also collect data, including surveying library users, to allow the
local library staff and County Library administrators to evaluate the services the library offers in
support of the selected service responses. This information can then be used to improve and
create services of interest to library users.

B. Current Library Service

The Acton/Agua Dulce area is currently served by the Santa Clarita Bookmobile, which
makes one stop a week at Agua Dulce and two per week in Acton:

Alternate Mondays 10 amto 12 noon Acton Market
1pmto4 pm
Alternate Mondays 10am to 10:30am Gemstone (Acton)
1 pm to 4pm Acton Market
Wednesday 10am to 12 noon  Agua Dulce
Friday 10amto 12 noon  Santiago Square (Acton)
1pm to 4pm
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Acton Market - a key business in commercial center

The bookmobile originally began serving the outlying schools in the Santa Clarita Valley
in 1958. Over time, the service emphasis shifted to outlying communities. Bookmobile
staff at the Acton and Agua Dulce stops circulate about 31,000 items annually, and
respond to about 3,600 information queries. The bookmobile’s 3,000 volume onboard
collection is inadequate to serve the array of information needs for these growing
communities. At one LPAC meeting, a resident stated, “The bookmobile, as competent
as it is, is no match for full-service, sit down, surround-yourself-with-tomes-of-a-million-
kinds sort of public library with computer access and the full research assistance of a
trained librarian.”

Residents responding to the survey indicated that 70.6% of those over 15 had never
used the bookmobile or had not used it in the past year. For those aged 5 to 14, the
figure was 60.3%. The most common reason given for not using the bookmobile was
that they used a different library facility, with Palmdale City Library the most frequently
used, and the Canyon Country Library in Santa Clarita as the next most frequently
used. Survey respondents also indicated that bookmobile hours were inconvenient
(16.7%) and the bookmobile had a limited selection of materials (11.8%).

Area residents must travel some distance to visit a library facility. Survey results show
that the most popular use of the libraries visited was homework assignments, at 49.2%.
Parents must drive children some distance to these library facilities. Those who
indicated they rarely used libraries said they were too busy (33.4%). Residents of these
communities typically travel long distances to get to work sites and are returning to the
area late in the day, with little available spare time to drive to far distant libraries. With
no bookstore in the area, residents travel long distances to use one, or order books
online. With a permanent library facility in the community, residents’ use of libraries
would be likely to dramatically increase.
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C. Addressing Community Needs

The new Acton/Agua Dulce Library must fulfill the communities’ vision for the future, as
expressed in the surveys, focus groups and design camps. The large population
increase in the last decade has not been met by increased community educational,
cultural and recreational services and facilities. The communities are frustrated by the
lack of such facilities and have pressured local and state agencies to respond.
Residents want services brought to them and want a library that will meet a variety of
community needs. The Acton/Agua Dulce Library, as the only available
library/community center for 20 miles, will need to have services for all segments of the
community.

Currently, there is limited access to reading enrichment activities for children and to
recreational and cultural activities for youth. The library should provide focused
collections and programs to meet the needs of preschoolers through young adults.
Collections and services shall range from picture books and story times to collections of
children’s literature to current print and media resources for teens. These are
communities of families, and they would like services in the area that meet the needs of
their children, no matter their age.

School age populations will continue to grow (by an additional 55% by 2020) and will
need educational and cultural support for scholastic endeavors. The library will need to
work closely with schools to partner for the best educational support services. The
library will need to provide space for individual and group study, and technology for
access to a variety of resources, both print and electronic.

The population, aged 35-64, represents a significant portion of the population with
unmet service needs in the area of lifelong learning. Members of this age group
expressed a desire for a wide range of materials, including recreational reading,
nonfiction materials on subjects of personal interest such as astronomy, geology and
local history, and reference materials and databases to assist with retirement and
financial planning and other similar interests.

Community gathering space is needed where residents can meet, share information,
gather in groups, and attend cultural programs and performances. Survey and interview
data indicated a strong concern that there be more meeting space and activity space in
these isolated communities. The library will serve as a community center, developing
programs and services for all ages and providing a central site for the distribution of
information about government services, group meetings and educational opportunities.

Survey and focus group responses identified the need for a broader collection of
resources to meet community needs. The most popular collection interests were fiction,
non-fiction, videos, personal information needs, and leisure reading. While a majority of
residents have access to computers at home, not all have high speed access for
Internet transactions, and the library’s technology resources should fill that gap.
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D. Library Service Needs

The priority service needs as defined by the community input process are: commons,
current topics and titles, formal learning support, and lifelong learning.

1. Commons

The Acton/Agua Dulce Library should offer a welcoming environment for both adults
and children that helps address the need of people to meet and interact with others in
their community and to participate in public discourse about community issues. Limited
meeting space in the communities is a concern to residents and the library can fill this
gap. The library should provide a community meeting room with space for a minimum
of 75 users, consistent with the County Library guideline for library meeting rooms, with
state of the art presentation and distance learning technology. A small group
conference room should also be provided. Sufficient seating should be provided in the
library, including lounge and study seating. The County Library guideline for reader
seats is 2.5 per 1000 population, for a minimum of 39 seats; a total of 50 seats is
recommended to allow time and space for community members to meet, confer, study
and read.

a. Collection: There is no direct collection implication for the Commons
service response. Library staff should, however, be knowledgeable about
programs and events that are going to occur in the library and should develop
displays or exhibits that highlight the items in the library collection that relate to
events occurring in the meeting room.

b. Services: The staff should offer programs on a wide variety of topics that
are of interest to community residents, including cultural and educational
programs. Programs should be planned for children, teens, adults, and seniors.
When possible, programs should be planned that would appeal to families. The
programs offered by the library should include story times, lectures, workshops,
discussion groups, artistic performances, readings, booktalks, puppet shows,
panel discussions, etc. During the focus groups and community meetings, local
residents suggested programs on astronomy, animal husbandry, health care and
Medicare, family film nights, and concerts. Library programs that support broad
community involvement should be planned, such as a “one city, one book”
program. Staff should encourage active community participation in library-wide
programs as well, such as Children’s Book Week and the Summer Reading
Program.

Library staff will co-sponsor programs and exhibits with community residents or
organizations. Consideration should be given to co-sponsoring programs with
organizations such as the Friends of the Library, women’s clubs, youth clubs
such as 4-H or Scouts, parent-teacher organizations, and service clubs. Local
artists will be encouraged to exhibit their works at the library. This will provide a
wide variety of activities of interest to the community residents. It will also make
the library a central part of the community.
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2.

Community residents should also be encouraged to use the facilities at the library
if they are planning an event for which the library might be an appropriate venue.
Organizations, such as those listed in Section III.D. should be made aware of the
community meeting room and the policies governing its use. To the extent
possible, they should be encouraged to conduct one or more of their meetings or
events in the library so their members will become familiar with library services.
The library can be, and will become, the gathering place for the community.

The library should collect and review data that will allow the evaluation of its
success in providing a Commons environment. This data should include the
number of people attending programs sponsored by the library, the number of
people attending programs co-sponsored by the library, the number of
community organizations who use library facilities, and the total number of
people attending events at the library.

Current Topics and Titles

The Acton/Agua Dulce Library should provide resources and programs that help fulfill
community residents’ appetite for information about popular culture and social trends
and their desire for satisfying recreational experiences.

a. Collection: The library should provide access to sufficient copies of
materials to ensure that customer requests are met. Materials must be offered in
a variety of formats in addition to print. The collection should contain audiovisual
materials such as CDs, videos, DVDs, audiobooks on tape, and audiobooks on
CD. The collection should be developed to meet the informational interests of
local children, teens, adults, and seniors. Electronic resources in areas of
customer interest should also be made available.

County Library service guidelines call for an opening day collection of 2.0 items
per capita, or 31,268 items. In support of the interest identified in Current Topics
and Titles, collections of new books (500) and nonfiction (12,800) should be
developed. A collection of 1,400 picture books and easy readers should be
developed, as well as large print (450), media for all ages (2300) and Spanish
language materials for adults and children (400).

Library staff should strive to order materials before publication so that library
users can find the items in the library as quickly as possible.

b. Services: To support the provision of Current Topics and Titles, the library
should host book discussion groups, author visits, performances, and other types
of programs to encourage community residents to discuss the books, films,
and/or music that they enjoy. Regular story times and children’s programs
should be established to promote preliteracy skills and the joy of reading.

Staff should create displays in the library that highlight new materials. They
should also institute procedures that result in the prompt reshelving of all new
materials so they will be available for other users as soon as possible.
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3.

The library should create, or provide access to lists of recommended titles on
topics of interest and provide reader’s advisory services. Frequently, readers
who enjoyed books by a particular author want to read other titles that are similar
to the ones they have enjoyed. The library should consider offering access to
commercially available products that enable customers to create their own profile
of reading, viewing, and listening interests and to receive recommendations of
other items they might enjoy.

The library should collect and review data that will allow the evaluation of its
collections and services to meet the local need for information about popular
culture and social trends, and for recreational materials. This data should include
the number of items circulated, collection turnover, program attendance, use of
electronic resources selected to support the Current Topics and Titles service
response, and surveys of library users to determine their satisfaction with the
library’s collections and services associated with Current Topics and Titles.

Formal Learning Support

The Acton/Agua Dulce Library should help students who are enrolled in a formal
program of education, or who are pursuing their education through a program of
homeschooling, to attain their educational goals.

a. Collection: The community library staff should develop collections that will
provide supplementary materials to help children and teens in grades K-12 to
succeed in school. Although it is not possible for the public library to take the
place of a good school library, the library should strive to have a basic collection
of materials that addresses the subjects taught in the public schools. To the
extent possible, staff should obtain copies of required reading lists and have at
least one copy of each title available for home use.

A children’s collection of 9000 items should be developed, including targeted
homework support materials (500).

It is important to note that although the library will have materials of interest to
students who are engaged in homeschooling, it is not possible for the library to
provide all of the materials that these students may need. If the desired items
are located in another County library facility, students or their parents will be
encourage to request the item on intra-library loan.

Although the nonfiction collection will be used in support of many assignments,
electronic resources will be of equal or greater interest to students in middle
school and high school. The school assignment needs of this age group should
be kept in mind when Library staff are selecting electronic resources for the
Library system and when staff are selecting Web sites for inclusion on the
Library’s Web site.

The agribusiness subject specialty collection will target the needs of the students
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in Acton and Agua Dulce. This special collection will focus on providing
resources and learning activities to high school students in the areas of animal
husbandry and agribusiness, and will complement the high school curriculum in
these subjects as requested by the School District in the Joint Use process.

b. Services: Staff should provide reference assistance and reader’s advisory
service for students in grades K-12 to enable them to locate the information they
need to complete their school assignments.

Homeschoolers will also benefit from the availability of reference and reader’'s
advisory services. Staff will be available to help students locate materials, and
provide basic assistance with the public access computers and electronic
resources.

The students and faculty from the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District who
participated in the community survey identified computers to access the Internet,
a place to study, and homework assistance as high priorities. The joint venture
project with the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District will be an excellent way
to respond to this need.

Library staff, in cooperation with the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District or
appropriate community organizations, should offer orientation sessions for middle
school and high school students on how to do research and how to write reports.

The library should include at least one area where computers can be
concentrated. The County Library service guidelines for computers in libraries is
10 per 1000 population, calling for a minimum of 16 computers for the new
library. Twenty computers are recommended, based on the community input
asking for increased technology and Internet access, with 8 to be placed in the
designated joint use project area. This will allow staff to offer computer classes
for adults and seniors when the library is not open to the public. Classes should
also be offered on how to locate, evaluate, and use electronic resources. These
classes could be offered by library staff and qualified volunteers or done in
cooperation with community organizations with technological expertise.

A small study room should be included in the library for group study use. This
would allow students working on class projects to work as a group without
disturbing other library users. The study room would also be available for other
uses such as interviews, small group seminars or meetings of local
organizations.

Staff should provide opportunities for students to comment on and evaluate the
effectiveness of the homework support services that are being provided. This
could be done informally, by talking to the students who are using these services,
or formally, by surveying students who use the Community Learning Center as
well as those who do not use the Community Learning Center.
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4, Lifelong Learning

The Acton/Agua Dulce Library should help address the desire for self-directed personal
growth and development opportunities.

a. Collection: While the entire collection supports lifelong learning, it is
primarily the circulating nonfiction collection that needs to be developed if the
library is to effectively meet community expectations associated with this service
response. Materials for children, teens, adults, and seniors should be selected
on a wide variety of topics of interest to community residents. In addition,
preschool collections and children’s recreational reading collections should be
developed to support story times and children’s educational programs.
Collections in special areas and types (large print, media, Spanish language)
should be developed to serve the interests of the identified population groups in
the communities

The collection should reflect the area’s local history, specifically including the
Brevidoro family and other founders and long-time residents of both
communities. It should also include materials about agriculture and animal
husbandry, especially related to horses, since this is an area of interest for many
community residents.

Staff should endeavor to order materials pre-publication so library users can
quickly find current information. Although the nonfiction collection will include
current and retrospective titles, collection management, especially weeding, is
essential in order to ensure that the collection remains current and responsive to
changing community interests.

b. Services: Staff should offer programs on a wide variety of topics of
interest to local residents. Some of the programs can be presented by library
staff, while others could be presented by individuals or organizations with whom
the library has chosen to partner. Regular story times and children’s programs
should be established to promote preliteracy skills and the joy of reading.
Programs tailored to children, teens, adults and seniors should be offered on a
regular basis.

Displays that highlight portions of the collection should be created on a regular
basis. This is a very effective and efficient way to make community residents
aware of materials on topics of potential interest in a variety of formats. Displays
should be created for materials of interest to children, teens, adults, and seniors.

Technology resources should be offered to customers of all ages, with
technology training available. Sufficient public access computers, with self-
service options, should also be available.

Overall, a library of 10,874 gross square feet on one level is recommended for
the Acton/Agua Dulce community. The 2020 population of 15,634 will be well
served by a facility with .7 square feet per capita. County Library service level
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guidelines for library facilities call for a minimum of .5 square feet per capita.
This planned facility meets and exceeds that minimum guideline. As it will be the
only County library facility within 20 miles, it needs to be built at a size that will
encompass all needed spaces, collections and services for these communities,
without reliance on services that might be available at nearby libraries in a more
urban area.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY ACTON/AGUA DULCE LIBRARY PROJECT
COMMUNITY LIBRARY NEEDS ASSESSMENT page 64



VI. Service Limitations of the Existing Library Facility
A. Public Library Service

The residents of Acton and Agua Dulce do not currently have a local community library.
Residents do, however, receive library service from the Santa Clarita Valley Bookmobile
which provides an average of 65 hours of service per month with stops at various
locations in both Acton and Agua Dulce. At 27.5 feet in length, the bookmobile can
accommodate approximately 3,000 titles. It cannot, however, support a collection of the
size and breadth needed by the two communities, nor can it provide access to public
computers or the County Library’s excellent array of online databases. Service to adults
is negatively impacted by both the limited selection of materials available in the
bookmobile at any given time and by the limited schedule which makes bookmobile
service inaccessible to most working adults. Students working on school assignments,
or those students being homeschooled, must select material that is immediately
available on the bookmobile shelves; wait for parents to transport them to distant library
facilities in Palmdale, Lancaster or Santa Clarita; or they must limit themselves to online
resources available from their home computer. The closest County of Los Angeles
facilities are in Lancaster, 22 miles to the north and in Santa Clarita, 20 miles to the
southwest. Driving time to either community is often extended due to poor driving
conditions; traffic congestion on State Highway 14 and on Sierra Highway, the two
major routes out of the area, is a constant problem. With many working adults already
facing long daily commutes, many residents elect not to travel the additional distances.

View of restricted collection space in bookmobile.
B. School Library Unmet Service Needs

The elementary schools and the junior high school in the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified
School District do have school libraries, however, Vasquez High School does not. The
existing school libraries have very limited collections, and there is no professional staff
available to assist students in locating desired information. In addition, these libraries
are only open during school hours, thus the collections and the computers are not
available to students after school or on the weekends, nor are they available to students
at Vasquez High School.
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VII. Physical Limitations of the Existing Library Facility

Acton and Agua Dulce do not have a local community library. Residents currently
receive library service via the Santa Clarita Valley Bookmobile. The size of the
bookmobile (27.5 feet in length) imposes many limitations on the type and quantity of
service provided:

e Selection of materials is limited since the bookmobile only has shelving for 3,000
items.

e Items requested from another community library may not be delivered for several

days due to the bookmobile’s limited schedule.

Only 10 people may use the bookmobile at any one time due to limited space.

It is not possible to provide space for library users to sit down to read or to study.

Computers, OPACs, and Internet access are not available.

There is no space in which to offer storytimes or programs.

It should also be noted that inclement weather and mechanical difficulties can impact
the availability of bookmobile service.
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Vill. SPACE NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Tha aclon and Agua Dulce communities da not have a community library. The Counly
of Los Angeles Public Library provides bookmebile service an average of 65 hours per
manth at varus locations in Actan and Agua Duloe,

The County of Los Angeles Public Library has previously developad service level
guidebnes for new facililigs uging square footage allocations that meel all accassibility
and funclicnality requirements {Counly of Log Angelas Pubfic Library Service Leve!
Guidelings Recomimendations by Kathryn Page Associates, 2002). The guidelines are
based on the consultant's experience on numerous library facility projects and on
standard works in library planning literature, including works by Joseph Whealar and
Builging Blocks for Planning Functional Library Space (LAMA) These guidelines have
provided direction to the library consultants, architects, and library slaff as they have
developed the Needs Assessment, the Plan of Service, and the Building Program for
the ActonfAgua Dulce Library, Additional standards uvsed by the Library inglude the
comminicationsl ow Valtage Specificalion for the County of L s Angefes Public Library
(20903} and the County's Offfice Space Stendards issued by the Chief Administrative
Office. In addition, the Library has used the slandard square fogtaga allocations Lhat
are lhe default space assignments in the Libris DESIGM facility planning software
{Wersion 2.3), as applicable.

County of Los Angeles Public Linrary Senice Level Guidelines: Oclober 2002
_[Library g@ivice: basad on guidelines 1o serve fqmr:.f.ﬁ.gua Dudee populaton of 15,834 in 2024)

Suideline Mnimum Fecommended

_ . fequirements Sizes
_Collgetions-Buill-oul 2.75 velurmes per caprs 42,954 30,200 -
_Collectipns-Qaemng Oay 2.0 wolurnies per capita I2EE [ 3%,109 .
_Readar Sgats _ 2.5 piar 000 resicanls 39 sazis - LM seds |

Technalegy | 1 peor 1,040 residents | 16 warkslaliors -0 warsgiations 1
| Facility Sq. F1. per Capila 0.5 squar: foi) per capiia | 7,897 square fee: 10,808 square feat
| Meeting Reom Seals 2 per 1,000 esidents  Minimum 75 75 ~
- Story Time Argg Rreguirad . _i¥es . | TES |

Sraup Study Reams Fregurar _ | ¥es o Yes

Hamework Cenler Reqairad _ ¥es wes

The County Library's guidelines recommand a facility eize of at least 0.5 square foot per
capita (based on ke prejected 2020 servige arga population), The population of the
Acton/Agua Dulce library service ares is projected to be 15634 1n 2020, so the
ActonfAgua Dulca Library should be a minimum of 7,817 square fest. However, to
respond to the community need for study space and technoloyy access for students,
meeling foorm space for dfibrary sponsored programs and community meetings,
collections sufficienl lo meet residents’ needs, and space for a Friends of the Library
Bookstora, it is recammended 1hat the library be at lzas! 10, BO0 SF,

The County Librany's guidelines recommend an opening day collection for new libraries
of 2.0 items (all formats) per capita. Based on the projectad 2020 service arsa
population of 15634, the apening day collection will be approximately 31,100 itams.
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The guidelines also recommend a buit-out collection for earmmurtity libranes of 2.75
tems [all formats) per capita. For the proposed AclonfAgua Dulce Libracy, with a
projected 2020 population of 13,634, this guideting would raguire a minimum built-cut
callection of approximately 43,000 items. However, the proposed librany has baan
designed 1o house a built-out callzction of 50 200 temns, which equales to 3.21 items (all
formats) per capita based on the projected 2020 population. This farger collection is
necessary o serve the ngeds of these remote communities, who are 20 miles from
alher [branes and community resources, and to fulfill the varety of inlerests and kpics
requested by residents in the communily input process.

Library staff have extensive experience in building opening day collections that are
respansive 1o local communities.  This expertise, augmented by input on collection
needs recewed from community residents dunng the focus groups, communily
mesfings, and tha written survay, will be used to create the openmg day colleation for
the Actonffgua Dulce Library. It g anlicipated that the cpening day collection will be
approximately 31,100 ilems.

To respond fo the projectad 2020 popalation of 15 634, the guideling recommeands 39
readar =eats, or 2.5 =eats per 1,000 people served, Dunng the focus groups, desion
camps, and in the survey responses, it was frequently noted that sludents needed a
place to study and do ther homewoark, and thal there is 3 lack of commuenity gathering
spaces with seating in the ActoniAgua Dulee area, Based on this communily need, itis
recommeanded that the library conlain more seating than the mimmum guideline
proposes. It is recommended that the library hava approximately 50 reader seats.

The Counly Library's guedeling for public access computers 15 1.0 computer per 1,000
peaple served. To respond o the projected 2020 population of 15,634, the guideline
recommends 16 public access computers. It is anlicipaled that the library will inclrde
20 public aceess computers, to mosl effectively meet the frequentiy expressed need for
access 10 the latest technology and to support Lhe joint partnership service with the
School District in the Community Leaming Center.

The library will include a community meeting roaom that can seat 75 adults in an
auditcrium-slyle setting.  The community mesting room will be used for hbrary
sponsoered or co-sponsored programs for children, teenagers, adults, and senicrs.,
These programs may include book discussions, lectures, and demonstrations on topics
of currant intergst, The community meeting raom will alse be available for use by
community arganizationg for activilies such as board meaetings: open public meetings,
vlasses, including distance learning; and cther aclivities of public interest such as
displays of artwark by loczl artists, both adult and juvanile.  Internet access and
presentation equipment will be provided to facilitate effective use of the mesting room
ncluding a public address system, projestion screen, and dala’video projector. The
meeling raom will e accoessible to the community afler reqgular library hours, with a
sepdrate enfrance.

A group study room hat can seat six will be available to library users. it is anticipated
that this room will be very popular with students.
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A stanvielling arqa will be located within the children's services area. This space will
seat 25 children. When story times are nol being held, children and Ltheir parents can
enjoy ibrary matenals in this logation,

The Friends of the Library will have a small bookstors in the library where they will sell
used books and other items such as school supplies, tote bags. et Profits from the
Boockstore will support library services, programs, and malerizis.

A, LIBRARY COLLECTIONS
1. Current Status of tha Collection

A new collection will be purchased for the proposed [brary. The Santa Clarita Valley
Bookmobile, with an onboard eolleclion of 3,000 tems, curently serves the two
communities with three stops per week. This collection is inadequate o meel the varied
needs of all segments of the community and is inaccessibie to many due to the limied
staps. Community members drive elsewherg for ibrary services or do not make use of
hbraries.

2. Capacity of the Proposed Library to House the Collection

The Wbrary is anticipated 1o be approximately 10,800 SF, and il will have adequata
space and the appropriate shelving for the 50,200 item built-out coliection. A summary
of the various collections and their anticipated sizes can be found in Appendix E.

5 Collection Development Practice
Guiding Principles

The County Library's policies emphasize that aach communily ibrary rmust purchaze
materiats based primarily on cormunily needs.  The cpening day collaction will be
determined by the rasulls of the needs assessment and analysis of demographic data.
Onge the ActoniAgua Dulce Library is open, colleclion develspment decisions will ba
based on analysis of circulation statigtics including interlibrary and intralibrary loan
requests. In addition, the community librany manager will review customer suggestions
and conduct customer surveys. Library managers also monitor demographics to
identify key issues such as changes in school age population or gthnigity,

The mission statement of 1he County of Los Angeles Public Library provides a general
framawark from which to begin tha selection of titles and malerial formats for the
opening day collection. It is anticipated that a budgset of $1,120.000 will be allocatad to
purchase the opaning day collection for the ActoniAgua Dulce Library. An anngal
rmaterials budget aflocation of 360,000 (2003-04 dolars) is planned, which will support
annual calleclicn building.
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Community Input

Dermographic analysis and the extensive communily input received through the naads
assessmen! process provided the foundation of Whe opening day collection profile.
Darmographic analysis suggests some iszues of significanca for collection development:

Preschocl children represent 5.4% of the population. The collection should provida
malertals of all formats that appeal to young children especially those that promote
reading readiness, In addition, parenting materials relaling to young children will be in
demand.

Elementary and middle school age children account for 17.6% of the population. For
that reason, the colleclon must contain matedals in all formats that supplement the
school curmiculum, |t will alse be very important o ensure that the collaction contains
books that will instill a love of reading thereby ensure high literacy levels.

The young adult population (14-17) at 5.2% will require all formats of materials to
supplenent the schodl curriculum but this group will also desire books and other
matenals that reflect their intarasts cutside of the classraom.

The adult population {18-84] at 63.8% comprizes well over half the population. 1t will be
important that the collection 15 selected to reflect the needs they expressed in the
assassmenl process. Staff will study 1he circulation patterns of the neighboring Counky
libraries to discemn materials that will be of interast for the opening day collection.
Special atlention should be paid to recreational reading trends for both adult and senior
customers.

Finally the sentor population (7.7%) will have its own unigque needs, The ealleclion must
focus on issues of particular interest to seniors.

Although demagraphics indicate no sigmificant ethnic or language groups in the
community, the collection shouid cortain some Spanish language matedals as well as a
vanety of maierals that reflect the ethnic cultures represented in Southem Califomia.

In addition 1o lhe demographic information, tha community sursey and focus groups
provided further insghl inko the commiunity’s colleclion needs.

Acton and Agua Dulce are rural communities with many ranches and properties with
horses and other kinds of animals. Focus group meetings reveslad that il age groups
were interested in materials about horses, animals, and specifizally animal husbandry.
GGeneral scienca and nalural science materals in fizlds such as astronomy, biclogy,
entomolagy. forestry, and geclogy were requested by homeschoolers, membars of
youlh organizalions (especiafly the Scouts for earning badges), seniors, civic
organization members, school children at all grade levals, and teachers.
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An impartant subject area that was emphasized by the seniorg, civie groups, and youth
organzations is Iocal history. Acton and Agua Dulge and the surrcunding areas
represent an important part of California history, and local groups are pursuing
documentalion of this histary through recording of the oral histories of long-time
residents and throagh research.

Audiovisual materials in varous formats were also idantified as impanant in the focus
groups. Mustc CDs, audiobooks en C0, audiobooks on tape, and DVDs were of strong
interesl to focus group attendees and survey participants of all ages.

Ongaing community input will ba seught on a regular Basis on desired topics, titles and
formats,

Determining Specific Titles for the Start-Up Collection

A gt of titles of adult and juvenile books, pericdicals, reference, and avdiavisual
malerial will be developed by the Regicnal Collection Coordinatoer. The Regional Youth
Services Coordinator will provide input on juvenile material; the Regional Adult Services
Coordinalor will provide pul on reference materials and magazine titles.  The
Community Library Manager will participate in the seleclion process and will take steps
o include community input from warious sources, including surveying bookmobile
customers and wonkdng with the Friends of tha Library and alher groups for suggestions.

Core lists of recammended Lilles for an opening day collaction will be requested from:

= Baker & Taylar, the primary vendor used by the County of Los Angeles Public
Library for books.

= BWI, the primary vendor used by the County of Los Angeles Public Library for
audigvisual material.

Other resourcas to be consulted are:

+« Reference sources (e.g., Recommended Reference Books for Small and
Medhum-Sized Librares, Magazines for Libranes, Public Ubrary Catalog, elg.) far
sugnested titles.

» Evaluation of colleclions in similar type and size libraries in the County of
Los Angeles Public Library based on reports of colleclion age, circulation, and
collection lumover generated by tha library's Integrated Library System.

= Reqiponal Coordinators in other regions for recommmendations in their Dewey
speciafties,

+ Malenalz evaluators at County Library Headquarters for recommendations in
therr specialties.

Tha dacision regarding the quantity of materials purchased for each segrment of the
collection should be based prirnanly on the extensive axperience of the County Library
collection development staff. Thase staff members will base their decisions on the bast
practices at other jurisdictions but for the most pal will rely on successful models of
collection  developmenl at olher communily lbrades of similar size  andfor
demographic/inmerast profile in the Gounty of Laos Angeles Public Library system.
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Maintenanca of tha Callection

staff will need o examine the callection on a regular basis and weed the collection
reguiardy so it nat cnly remains up-to-date and relevant to their customers” needs, but is
neat and prezentabla, withow! crowded shelves or material in =habby or poor condition.
In addition, because Lthe demogeaphics and informalion needs of a community change
ovar time, stafl must requlary evaluate their collection to determine strengths and
weaknesses and 10 make cerain that thay ara continuing to meel their customners’
neads and interests. Library stafl will ulifize the Library's powerful automation systerm lo
ablain cuslomized reperts on collechon vsage and customer preferences in specific
collection areas, and modify collection development sirateqies 38 nesded.  The
Regional Coordinators can assist the Ibrary staff in this process within each
cotrdinator's area of experise,

Guidelipes and Standardzs Usad

The County of Los Angeles Public Library guidelines recommend an opening day
coiection lor new librartes of 2.0 items (all forrmats) per capita. Based gn Ihe projected
2020 service area population of 15,634, the opening day colleclion will be appraximately
31,100 items, The guidelines alse recommend a buill-out collection for community
ibrarnes of 2.75 tems {all formals) per capita. The proposed Actoniagua Dofce Library,
with a projected 2020 population of 15,634, has been designed to havse a built-cut
galleclion of 50,200 items, which equates to 3.21 items (all formats) per capita based on
the projected 2020 population. The County Library utilizes the collection guideline and
adapls it 1o the neads of the individual library. In the case of the proposed ActonlAgua
Cuilce Library, Whis larger calleclion 15 necessary to fully meet the needs of these remaote
comrunilies and to fulfill the variety of interests and topics requested in the communily
input process, The Counly guideline was developed using the collection size guidelings
designed by library planner Joseph Wheeler, who proposed that communities with a
papulalion of 10,000-35,000 should have 2.75 to 3.0 temns per capita,

4, Froposed Collections

The Actonfdgua Dulce Library will have a 2020 collection of 50,200 itermns, allocated
9% to adult, 5% to woung adull, and 30% to children's materials. The gllocations are
based on extensive commuynity input through surveys and focus groups heid dunng the
neads assessment process, and on Library staff experdience with communities of simitar
size and demographics. Collections will be provided for children, \eens, and adults.
Large print books will be available for =eniors and others who are unable lo read
standard size print. As part of the joinl use cooperative agreement, a noncivcul ating set
of core textbooks will be provided by the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District for
students 10 use in the librany, and homework suppon materials will Be provided for in the
collection.
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Cumrent llles in print and nonprint will be included, with an emphasis on nonficlion
materials in subjects requested by the community. Preschool collections and children's
fiction will be available, as welf as special collections in local history, animal husbandry,
and Spanigh language. New audiovisyal formats will be included.

The Building Program provides informalion on the projected collections to be housed in
the new library, in Chapter 2, Section 21, Affocations of the Librarys Collections.
Those tahles are provided in Appendix E, as wall, for information. Oetail is provided on
each fommal category as well as volumes per linear foct and assumptions regarding the
percentage of collection in circulaticn,

5. Collaction Space Needs

The shelang for the library will be planned using the collection allocation module of the
Libris DESIGN software which uses a basic & volumes per linear fagl for adult print
volumes and variations of this for olher collaction types, 1t uses a formula to daterming
the shelving required by calculating & percentage of the holdings in cicculation {not on
the shelf).

The capacity for each shelving unit is calgulated by multiplying the number of volumes
per inear foot by the number of linear feet per shelf by Ihe number of shelves per unit.
For example, in the fiction araa, this is 8 {volumes per linear footh x 3 (linear feet per
sheff] x 14 {shehwes per unit] = 338, The number of volurmes per lingar fool for each
specific collection type and the space alloeation per shelving unit can be found in the
Bulding Program, Chapter 2, Seclion 2.2, Shefuing the Libranss Cofleclions as well ag
n Appendix F of this nesds assessment. Space for collections is prograrmmed to
include space lor future growth as the Acton/Agua Dulce Library colleclions are
developed and to all for vacant shelf space for efficient shelving and interfiling of
vilumes.

B. READER SEATS
1. Mumber, Type, and Allocation of Reader Seating

Community residents need access to a variety of seating in the library, which will serve
a% a cornmunity gatharing space, provide lechnology stations and siudy space, and
provide sufficient seating for lounging and reading. The library should include vadous
types Of reader seating located throughout the Tacility, including tables for fowr (round
and rectangulary, lounge chairs, tachnology carrels, and stackable chairs in Iha maating
roarn and stony time ares,

The adult area will contain study tables and chairs, as will the children's area and a
dislingt teen grea. Lounge chairs will be clusterad around the library to allow for leisuce
reading. The children's area will contain a recking chair as well as lounge seating for
children or parents,  An ouldoor patio area will be provided that will be suitable for
regdecs Seating and group activities,
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Proposad Acton-Agua Dulce Library k
Sealing Allocation '
. Area of the Library T Number of Seats
Adult Services T
Chairsattables __ | =~ _ 12 .
__Lounge chairs N 2 |
Children's Services
Chairs at lables - 12 -
Lounge chairs ) ' 2 _
~ Recking chair 1
Community Leaming Center :
Chairs at tables 8
| Magazines and Newspapars I
. Chairg at tablag ) o 4
Lounge Chairs o 3 :
Teen Arca B :
Chairs at tables I 4
Lounge chairs o I___ _' Z o
Total a0 o

This allocalion does nol mclude the seating associated with technology workstations
which are describad bBelow in seclion VIIL.CA,

2. Seating Standards

The County of Log Angeles Public Library guidsline lor reader sesting i 2.5 seate per
1000 people served. To respond 0 the projected 2020 population of 15634, the
guidelne recommends 39 reader seats. The needs assassment process identified the
nead fr ample sealing 1o accomrmadate sludents with study fables and ¢hairs and
sufficient seating for readers and Iounge seating, since little other public seating space
iz available in the community. The library will contain 50 reader seals, exceeding the
guideline by 11 seats, in arder to meet the community's requirements,

i Calculations Used

The County Library uses a space standard of 20 to 30 3F based on the size of the table
and 35 5F for &ach lounge chair The following calculalions should be used to
determine the amounl of space required for each type of reader seating:
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Proposed Acton-Agua Dulce Library
Rgader Sealing Space Estimate

Type of Saating Murmber [ " Conversion " Tolal Square Feet :
. _ | f{eq. fL. per seal} _
_Chairs at tablz (child) 12_ 20 . 240
Charrs at table {adult) 24 25 ! 800 |
Chairs af table (teen) | 4 20 _ B :
Lounge chair - 8 35 B 315 __|
. Racking chair R 20 ; 20

[Total “B0 [ 1258 7]

. TECHNOLOGY
1. Number, Type, and Allocation of Technology

The library should include sufficient computers that \he public can uge to access the
QPAC, online databases and the Intemet. Data pons should be provided for customer
use of laptops, and wireless technology shoud be employed, Public computers will
have high spaed Inemet access, and customers will be able to wuse two sell check
stations as a service option. Eight of the computers will be located in the Community
Leaming Centar, @ joint use cooperative project with the School Districl.  In the
communily  meeting  room  and  group meeting  roont,  digital  projection ang
videoconferencing equipment will be avaitable for presentations and distance learning.
In addition, staff require compulers at each service desk and in he staff warkrcom.
Other required tachnology includes security gales at the library entrancedexit, a public
copier, and telecommunication backbone equipment to support the library's technology.

The library should include computers and technology egquipment in the fol loweirig
quardities distributed ihroughout the facility.
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ComputersTechriology Equipment 7 Number

| Public Computers:

Adult Services ' N

Children's Servicas S i 4

Communily Learning Cenler &

Meadia Collzction ) 1
r
1

| ADA Assistive Listerting Device
_ADA Reading Machine - _
“Print Release Station ) . ]
_Data Projectar, Ceiling Mounted - 1
Video Conferencing System ' TE
Sell Check Stalicns o 1
| Television, CATV or Satelite i Z
| Copy Machine 1
Staff Computers: T
Information Desk ] N
_ . Community Library Manager's Office 1
Custumar seniace Desk 1
Sfaff Warkroom ' ' 8
l_Mam Communications Room (Console) | 1
- Printer, Lazer (BEW) _ 4
Pnnt&r Lager (Calor) 3
| Security Systern Gates, Inventory Gontral - 1
DSUICSU Telecommunications Equipment _ l N
| Computer Rack/Communications Equipment _ 2
Hn uter/Switch 1
 Server, DesklopfRack Mount ) ) 2

Z. Cafeulations Used

The County Library's guideling for public access compulers is 1.0 compuler per 1,000
people served. To rezpond to the projectad 2020 populalion of 15,634, the guideline
recommends 16 public access computers, It 15 anlicipaled that the library will include
20 public access compulers, to most affectively meet the community need for access to
the current technology and to support the technology program in the Community
Learning Centar which iz part of the joint use parnership with the Schoal Distict. The
Library also uses the standards in the Communicationst ow Vo¥age Specification for
the Counly of L 0s Angales Public Library (2003),

Approximately 35 5F of epace should be sllocated for each stand-up technology station,
and 4% >f shouid be allocated for each sit-down lechnology station which includes
wiorkstation seating. If workstations are expected o accommodate two users per sit-
dowwn station, ther 60 SF should be allocated. In addition, where applicabie, the square
foctage allocations are the delault space assignments in the Libris DESIGN facility
planning software {Version 2.3],
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D. StarF OFFICES AND WORKSTATIONS
1. Staff Organization

The County Library will provide the following staffing at (he ActorvAgua Dulce Library,

__ Classification Murntwer of Posifions | FTE ]
Commmunity Library Manager , 1 . .10
Chilaren's/Reference Librariant | 1 1.0
| Library Assistant | _ o 1 i 1o
Litarary Aide _ | B ap T
| Litrary Page _ _ 5 25
Library Fage i 1
_ [Community Learning Center) | s L 1.0 '
_TOTAL ) 15 | a5 ]

This staffing pattern was developed based on County Library staffing practices for
iibraries of this size and service level. Minimum staffing includes a Community Library
fanager {CLMY who iz in charge of the facility, a children's librarian who will alsa share
referance duties wilh the CLM, and a Library Assistant who manages the circulation and
workroom functions A number of Aides and Pages assist with suppodt tasks including
circulation, processing. shipment, shelving, and specific suppon tasks in the Community
Leaming Center and children's area, |n addition, volunteers will be vlilized o assist
paid staff. The slaffing level was determined with consideration af Ihe self check
technology to be installed at the library, giving customers the aplion of self chack out of
matenals. Eelf chack stations will be placed at the Customer Service Desk with anly
ang slaff workstation specified at thal desk. Staff will be available instead to assist
patrons wilth direct customer service not ralated to check out of materials,

The duties to be parformed by the staff in each classification are described in the
Library Plan of Service in Section V.

2, Staff Warkstations

Staff workstations should be ergenomic and located in the lirary o facililate efficient
workflow. A private office will ba provided for the Community Library Manager. Other
staff will be located in sysltems fumiture workstations with individual systems
warkstations for the Children's/Reference Librarian and the Librany Assistant, and
thared workstations for parttime Library Aides.  Library Pages generally work on the
library floor and are nat agsigned workstation space but occasionally use worktables in
the warkroom, Space will be identifiad for an occasional library volunteer, Sizes of
workstations will be based on Counby Librany workstation standards, acoording to staff
level. The standargs are based on the County's Office Space Standards issued by the
Chief Administralive Office,
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The customer service desk should be dasigned to accommodate one staff position and
twir public self check stations, The infomation desk has one staff station, The staff
waorkroom will house all staff workstations with the exception of the Communily Library
Managers office, which i=s an individual office 10 be located near the cuslomer service
desk.

3. Calculations Usad

Staff space in a library is generally calculated at 15% of the total gross space. The
County Library uses a planning guideline of 12% =since its community librades do not
reqire additional space for lechnical services and other main library administeative
functions,

The County Library has established standard workstation sizes based on function.
Librarian (&'x9 woarkstation, 75 SF), Library Assistant (8'%#', 50 SF) and Library Atde
(EE°, 40 3F). Esch workstation configuration includes storage, wark surface,
articulated keyboard carrier, and pedestal unit drawers and guest chair if applicable.

| T}.rpla of Stalf Workstalion _ SF Required _|
: Irformation Service Desk a0 i

|£u51::m1&r Zervice Desk ] 230
Workstation -- Childran's Lumanan ] _ 75 i
Workstation — Libiary Assistant . . BD _ .
Work Slation — Library Aide {3) : aah = 120 'I
" Warksiation — Volunieer | 47 f
_Offiee — Library Manager . 120 1

E. MEETING RaoM REQUIREMENTS
1. Community Meeting Roaom

The library should nclude & community mealing roam that can seat 75 adults inn an
auditorium-style sefting. The nesds assessment input reflacted the strong desire of
residents for gathering and meeting Space in the community, where such is currently nol
available, The community meeting room will be used for library sponscred ar co-
sponsorad programs lor children, teenagars, adults, and seniors. These programs may
include beok discussions, lectures, 2nd damonsirations on topics of current interest.
The meeting room will provide state of the art presentation techrology, including digital
projecltion equipmenl and cable access thal will support lectures, performances, and
distance learning opportunities for the community. |t will slsc provide an appropriate
venue for displays of artwork by local artists, both adult and juvenile.

The community meeting room will also be available for use by communily organizations
for aclivities such as board maetings, open public meetings, classes, and other activities
of public interest. The meeting reom will be accessible to the community after regular
library haurs
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2. Calculations Used

The Counly Library's guideline for meeting rooms recommends that every library have a
community maeting room with 2.0 meeting room seats per 4,000 people served, with a
minimum of 75 seals. The ActanfAgua Dulce Library requires a meeting room with 75
seats, to provide sufficient community mesting area and space for library programming.

Each meeting room chair requires 12 SF, for a fotal of 900 SF. Additional space must
be sliccated lor the presenter, any equipmenl being used, circulation space, etc. I is
Iherefore recommended thal the meeting room be approximately 1,200 SF.

F. SpPeciaL PURFOSE: MISCELLANEQUS SPace NEEDS
1. Miscellaneous Spaces

The library should conlain a variety of miscellaneous spaces thal respond to comimunity
needs, Those spaces should include:

«  Group Study Room: A rpom thal can be used by students and olhers who nesd
a quiet space to work together.

«  Community Leaming Center: An area Ihat provides teens and adults with agcass
to algctronic resources.

« Stonyteling Area:  An area whare young children can attand storytalling
programs.

= Friends of the Library Bookstore: An area where the Friands of the Library can
sell baoks and olher iterns.

« HKitchen (adjacent to Community Meeting Reom) An area that can be used by
CommUnily groups and library staff o prepare food and heverages that will ba
conswmed in the community mascting room.

« [Delivery Vestibule: An area that can be used by \he staff to prepars items for
delivery and to progess incoming shipments.

+ Custodial Warkroorm: An arga thal will be used by 1he custodizn to store supplies
and equipment,

= Main Cormmunications Room: A room dedicated to telecommunications and
computar hardware and woice, data, CATV/satellile disiibution equipment.

2. Calculations Used

Each of these specialized spaces should be designad to accommadate the respective
function and anlicipated cocupancy. Tha following minimum space allgeationsg should
be apphied:

- == [R—— [Rp— — P e h e mm————
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Miscellangous Space i 5F Requirad .

Group Study Room {6 people} ! . L

~Community Leaming Cenler (16 learners) 765 L

Storyteliing area (25 children) . 180

. Friemds of the Library Bookslore _ 12%
'Eﬁhen {El.dj&GEﬂt 1o Sammunity Meeling Roam) 115 _ |

Delivery Vastibulg N _ £a _ |

Custodial Workroom o i
| Main Communieations (1 person}) . 120

A number of calculations were used for developing these spaces. The group study
roam consists of a study table wilh § chairs, adult sized. At the seating standard of 25
SF per adult seat, the room requires 150 SF, wilh additional SF for presentation
technology, The Community Leaming Center is sized for the sum of its contents
ncluding 8 computer workstations wilh two seats, and instructor's desk, and shelving.
Collections ler the Cenler are included in the collection allocations.  The standelling
area i5 sized al a County Librany facility standard of 6 SF per attending child, with
additional space 1o alow room for some parents as well. The County Library, using the
slandard in Communications/Low Vollage Specificalion for the County of Los Angelas
Putiic Library (2(03), typically sizes the Main Communications Roam at a minimum of
120 3F, which iz suilable for this medium sized library, to altow suflicienl space for
telecommunications and network equipmant, CATV/satellite distribution equipment,
vaice and data patch panels, fle servers, console, and room for one technician to
perform System maintenance and repairs. In addition, where applicable, the square
fontage allocalions are the default space assignments in the Libriz DESIGN facility
planning eoftware (Version 2.3).

G. NON-ASSIGNABLE SPACE
1. Non-Assignable Spacos

The library will contain a vanety of spaces which are considered non-assignable, Nan-
assignable space is defined by Libris DESIGN as the utility area of a bulding required
for the funchion of the building. Men-assignable spaces include staineays, elevalors,
dedicated comdors and walkways, public lobbias. rastronms, dugt shafts, mechanical
rooms, glegtrical closels, jantor's closets, and interior and exterior wall thickness,

In the ActonfAgua Dulee Library, the non-assignable spaces incluede, but are not imited
lo:

Lebby (area will incude exhibil space)

Fasl Booms

Dedicaled corridors and walkways

Mechanical equipment rocm
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2. Calculations Used

The total overall gross space allecation will be derived by including 2 20% non-
assignable space allowance. This efficient net-lo-gross ratio reflects tha benefits of 2
single-story facility wilh a large open plan, 2 high percentage of space allocated to
stacks and collections, a workraom in lieu of individual offices, and few inleror comidors.
The non-assignable space includes lobbies, hallways, thickness of walls, electrical
closets, and resl rooms. Utiiizing this 20% allowance 1o reach the gross square foolage
requiramant provides 8 building that is efficiently orgamized and meets functional and
accessibility requirements, but is not overy genergus for a amall facility.
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APPENDIX A:
COUNTY OF L0OS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY
2003 WrRITTEN COMMUNITY
SURVEY FORM
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Flease complete the following survey by Jan, 25 and drop off at one of
these locations:

1} Apua Dulee Hardware 33314 Apua Dulee Canyvon Rd.

2 Acton Yidew 32308 Santiags Bd. (hehind Nizzler)
n Print Shop BT W, Sierra Hlwy. {next to 1on Cuce’s Reslanrant)
d) The Gvm J620 W, Sinith (next o Post OiTiced

ACTON/AGUA DULCE LIBRARY
COMMUNITY SURVEY

1. When did you la=st use the Library Bookmobila?

{1 Wthin st wesk [ ] Within last monih 1) Withim Jast voar
OO Wichin ket 2 woeeks {1 %ome months agoe i1 Morc haw a year
01 sever

Z. Do you ever use the Library Bookmoblle with your children?
[ Yes {1 Kn [y NIA

3. If you da not use the Library Baokmaobile, why?

[ ) Iomecneent hourstschedale i} Mo disabled acers
{ 1 Trws ceoweded ] Troox Ear awany
¢ 1 Lienied seloction [ ) Bl ditferent library

i, 1 Woomiernciicompter

d. What iz the name(s) of the County or City library you currently use?

5. In the library you listed above, check all of the relevant reasons for
use of the Hhrary:

i 3 Homework assignments {3 Use hooks and magaeines
[ Elemcniany sehoclk {1 Peguest books Trom saher libraries
[ ¥ Jumor fugh schonl ¢ » Labhgary Preerams
[} High schoal [} Adall prograan:
[ 1 Homescheol [} hibkdren's propeams
L1 Canllepe [} Recreatms] ceading

) hmernet commpiiers [} Wonl processing compotems
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6. i you use a library rarely or not at all, why?

{1 Too lur away [ 3 Towr cromwerled

{1 Inadequate parking O 17 me Lo by

€0 e Times o the library [ ¥ Fhraaen have praterials [ want
0 Tetephons lne busy —can't pel throwgh { 1 Molupen evening haurs

7. During the past year, how many times have you gone to a bookstora
to browse or purchase books?

{1 Mot at all L1 A imes [} ewldymes
C 111 b 20 tienes (021 Lmcs oF o [ Den'y kpow
8. How far do you travel to go to a bookstore? _  miles

9. During the past year, how many baokz have yau baught ovar the
internet?

{hus schedules, qovernmaont samicas,
communily meetings or activitics)

¢} Homeworkistudy contor

i} interlibrany loan

{ } Magazines and Newspapers

1 Gowernment iszued info'public notices
I Canter 1or access Lo local history

) Ganaalogy

¥ Leisure raading

U1 ™None {11105 1 aw 1N L Lo maore
10. Which of the following do you use, or wauld you use? (Check all th
apply}
[ | Business'career research { ) Litgracy help
(] Audio books { } Edugalional & vocational training needs
[ ] CDs andior audiotapes { } Pessonal smformation necds -
[ ) Fiction books hobibies, heallh, tinanco
[ 1 Large ivpe books oF Braille matarial { ) Meel with others
[ 1 Mon-English languags books {1 Work-relaled infosmation
{ )} Mon-fiction books i ] Programs and events for adulis
{ 1 ¥oung adult books () Adult education
{ 1 VWidecs (VCR, DWVD [ 1 Reference assistance
{ 1 Children's books { ] Copy machine
{ ) Preschool aciiitics () Computers
{ ) Children’s pragrams [ 1 Meeting rooms
{ ¥ General community infarmation ) Senior programs and infermation
[
[
[
(

11. Are you: {umale tnale *

12. 1z your age:
1519, 20-24 0 2G4, 3a-dd_ |, 4554 SR 6% and over Y
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13. How long have you lived in the ActonfAgqua Dulce region?
O-dyears_ d-%voars__ BP9 years_ |, 20-2% yewrs | W3 vears

A0k ar TRLCe e 1

1d4. What was the highest grade of school that you completed?

i1 &P Crde or bess i) Horoe Callepe or Trade Schowol
{ 3 Rome High Schoal {1 College Crracfuate
{ ¥ Migh School Cradoatc [ 3 Gradvate or Professional Degrec

15. Are you employed:

Full-time___, Parl-titre___,  Homeomaker Roeticed, _, Unemployed___ ¥

16. in which city/area is your home located?

Are you a: llomeowner . Renter o Wisitor "

17. Are you:
Single and never married . Ihvoreed . Widewed . Marcwed 7

18. How many people are in your household?
Cirelo: I 23 4 & B Tarmorg

How many are childran between the ages of:
3 o0 I0-14 . 1510 T

19. Do you have access to a computer at home connected to the
internet?

{1 Wes [} Sometimies 1 a

20. Do you belong to any community argankzations? I so. please I below.



APPENDIX B:
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY
WRITTEN COMMUNITY SURVEY RESPONSES

COUNTY CF LOS AMGELES PLELIC L IHRARY ACTIRAGLA DULCE LISRARY PROLIECT
COMMURITY LIRRAHY NEEDS ASSISGWEST



A. Survey Results — Respondants Aged 15 and Older

The following summarizes the findings ol the 1,053 completad surveys
received lrom respondents aged 15 and older. In some cases, tha tofal
aquals 99% or 101% dua 1o rounding.

Questien 1. When did you last use the Library Bookmobile?

Within lagl week T.%
Within lagl 2 weeks 2.7%
MNevar 51.05
Whithin last month 5.7%
Some months ago 8.3%
Within last year 4.6%
fora than a year 19.6%
Mo rosponse 0.4%

Adding together the responses 1rom those who say they have never
used tha hookmobile with those who have aot used it in more than
a year, it should be noted that a large majority {(70.6%) of the
respondants are not making regular use of the cxisting bookmuobifa
SErIcS,

This ig a clear indicalion that the bockmebile sanvice is inadequate
1o meet residants’ neetds,

Question 2. Do you ever use the Library Bookmobile with your
children?

Yes 21.2%
e cd 6%
MEA 5d.2%
Mo Responsa 1.005

A majority (53.2%) of the respondenls answared  MAA,
Approsamately one-fitth ol the respondents [(21.29%) do use the
bookmaobile with their children.

Question 3. i you de net use the Library Bookmobile, why?

[Meonvenienl hoursfschedule 22.2%
Too Crowdled 4 8%
Limitcd salaction 13.7%

Mo inlemet/computer 4 %%



Mo disabled access 229

Too far away 5.7%
Use a different librany 23.5%
Miscallaneous 055%
Mo responso 28,9%

The largesl zingle reason (23.5%) given for nol using the
bookmohbifa iz "Lise a dilferent library” Qther commeon reasans are
“Inconvenient howrsfschedule™ (22.2%) and “Limited salection™
(13.7%).

Obviously residents must use other tibraries because bookmobile
service 15 inadeoquate.  Residents want study space. computers.,
and more books than the bookmobila can provide,

Question 4. What is the name(s} of the County or City Library yvou
currently use?

ActonfAgua Dulce Boskmoebike 5.6%
{Los Angeles Counly)

Cartyan Country Jo Anne Darcy 17.6%
(Lo Angeles County

Lancaster 6.53%
(Los Angeles County)

Les Angeles County B.1%

Mewhall 1.5%:
(Los Angeles County)

City of Pahmdale 39.0%,
{City Jurizdiction}

Santa Clanta 2.9%
{Los Angeles County)

Yalancia 5.3%
{Los Angelas County)

Miscelianeous §.0%

Mune a.0%

Mo response 7. 7%

The library usad by the largest group of respondents (38.0%) is tha
City of Palmdale Library. The second largest group of respondents
{17.8%) i5 currently using the Canyon Country Jo Anne Darcy
Libraty, The miscellaneous catagory reprosents 46 ather libranes.
nona of which raccived more Whan a one percent respon:sa.

Question 5. In the library you listed above, chack all of 1he relavant
reazons for use of the library:



Hamewark Assignments 17 4%

Elementary School £, 5%
Junior High Schogl 5.3%
High Schaoi F1.8%
Homaschoo! 1.7%
Collega 2.8%
Intemet computars 3.9,
Use bosks and magazines 18. 4%
Fequast books from othar lipraries Fol'%
Library Programs 2.8%
Adult programs 1.6%
Childran’s programs 2.4%
Recreational reading T4 4%,
Word processing computars 1.0%
Educational videos 0.1 %
HNone of the above 0.2%s
Mo response 2, 8%

The mosl popular use of the library is for “Homework Assignments.”
When all of the responses related to homework assignments are
added together. thoy tatal 45 5%. The second largest use category
is "LIsa haoks and magazines® at 18.4%, The third most lraquani
answor was "Hecreational reading” at 14 4%,

These findings support the communities' prionty for samnice ta
children,

Question 6. If you use a library rarely or not at all, why?

Too far away A8 %
Inadequale parking 1.0%
Owe fines to the library f.5%
Telzphone line busy-can’ gel through  0.9%
Too crowded 2.4%
' 0o gy 21 1%
Do nct have matenals | wanl 4.6%
Mot open avening howrs & 0%
Mot open Sunday 0.8%
Lot liKe 1o 2.0%
Fretar buying books =0. 1%
| don't use a library <0, 1%,

Mo response 27 6%



The most tfrequent reason given (30.8%) was that a library was
"Too lar away.”

VWhen the closest library is miles away, it is difficull for rosidents to
access, aspecially in the hot weather of summer and the rainy
wealher of winler.

Question 7. During the past year, how many limes have you gone to
a bookstore to browse or purchase books?

Mot at all a.0%,
1105 times 46.1%
& to 10 limes 24 0%
11 ta 20 timas 14.0%
21 times or more 10.2%
Don't know 4 8%
Mo response 1.9%

Adding fogether the responses from those who hava visiled a
bookstore to browse or purchasa books al least once in the past
year, a large majonty {34.3%) have done so.  More than ten
porcent (10.2%) Gf sutvay respandents indicated that thay went to a
bockstore to browse or purchase books 21 limes or mora in the
past year. Almost onc loorh {(24,2%) of the respondents indicatad
they want 1o a booksiore 11 or more iimos during the past year lo
browse or purchase books,

There are no bookstores in Acton and Aqua Dulce. Residents must
drive consmerable distancas to Santa Claita, Palmdale, and
Lancaster 10 visit & bookstore, and it requires a special elfort,

Cuestion 8. How far do you travel to g to a hookstore?

010 10 miles 21.3%
11 to 25 miles L4 8%
Z£6 1o 35 miles H.5%:
36 10 50 miles 1.4%
More than 50 miles 2.0%
Mone .49
Not surefDan’ know 4%
No responsa 11.1%

The majonty (54.8%) of survey raspendents Iravel 11 10 25 miles ta
go to a bookstore,  Ower one-fifth (21.3%) ol survey respondants
Iravel 312 10 milas to go to & bookstore,



Question 9. During the past year, how many books have you bought
over the Interpet?

MNone Bb. 3%
1105 25.05%
Eto1i) 3. 45
11 ormore B 145
Mo responsc 1.0%

The majoity of survey raspondents {58.3%) have not purchased
any books over the Intemet during the pasl year. Combining the
responses of those whe have purchased al least one book over the
Inlemet in the past year, 2%.8% of respondents have,

Questien 10. Which of the fullowing do you use, or would you use?
{Check all that apply)

Busihess/career rescarch 4. 6%
Audio books 4.3%
&0s angdfar audiolapes B.1%
Fiction baoks T.7%
Large type books or Brailla malarial 0.7%
MNon-Enghsh language books 0,97
Mon-ticlion books 6, 9%
Young aduk hooks 3.5%
Videos {WVCR, DVD) 5.4%
Children's books 3.6%
Froschool activilies 1.2%
Childeen’s programs T.8%
General community information 2.B%
Homeworkistudy center 4.2%
Intarlibrany 1oan 1.7%
Magazines and newspapears 3.6,
Literacy help 0.9%
Educational & vocational training needs  2.4%
Perzonal information needs 2.2%
taet with cthers 1.9%
Work-ralated informaticn 2.3%
Frograms and evanis for adults 1.7%
Adull aducation 1.7%
Feference assistance d.8%
Copy machine 4.1%
Computars 2.6%
Meeling rooms 1.7%
genier programs and information 1.0%

Govamiment issued infopublic notices . 2.19%



tenler for access to lncal history 2.3%

GGenealogy 1.8%
Loisura reading 2.2%
tedical Ressamh 1%
Christian <0 1%
Mone of ihe above <, 1%
Mo raspongs 8%

The categorias of most intarast 1o the sursay respondents wara:
Fiction baoks (7.7%} Mon-fiction baoks (6.9%), Videnos (VCR, DVD)
{&£.4%), Personal infermation needs (5.3%). Leisure reading [5.290),
and Chs and/or audiclapes (5, 1%,

Thesa axprestions of inlerest are reflected in the designation of
current topics and tittes a5 a priority service responze lor the library,

Question 11, Are you: {(female or male)?

Female 61.3%
M ale 36.3%
Mo fesponses 2.5%

The majority of survey respondents are female.

Cuestion 12, Is your age:

1510 14 3 0%
a0 to 24 1.1%
251035 h.2%
26 to 44 149.3%:
45 to 54 17.5%
aS to B4 10.5%
85 and over 71%
MO response 2.3%,

The langest group ol survey respandents are 15 1o 19 vears of age.

Question 13. How |long have you lived in the ActonAgua Dulce
reqian?

0tc 4 years 20.0%
4 to 9 years 27.4%
1010 19 vears 2.7 %
20 10 29 vears 7B

30 to 39 years 2.1%



40 or more yearsg 1.6%
No responss 2.5%

More than one-third {38.7%) of survey respondents hava lived in
the Aclan/Agua Dulee region for 10 to 19 years.

Responses indicate 1hal most of the populalisn has come in the
pasl 20 yoars,

Question 14. What was the highest grade of school that you
completed?

8" Grade or less 4.4%,
Some High School 3.1
High Schosl Graduato B.9%
Some College or Trade School 24 §%
College Graduate 17 4%
raduate or Prolessional Dagrae e
MiA 23.4%
Mo response 2.4%,

Almost ona-dfourth (24.8%) of the respondents hawve complated
some college or trade school.  Almest one-tenth {9.6%:) of the
respondents indicated they have a graduata ar professional degree,
and 17.4% indicated Ihey had graduated from collage, Combining
thesa two responses, 27% of the survey respondents have a
college, graduale, or profassional degree,

This level of educational atlainmenl indicates a well-educated
community 1hal values learning, cullure, etc.

Quastion 15, Are you employed?

Fulltime 7. 8%
Farl-time 11.6%
Homemaker 10.2%
Retired 10.5%
Lirte mployecd B 7%
MIA 29.6%
Ma response 3.4%

Mora that one-tourth (29.6%:) of the respondenis indicated NOA:
this may raflect the large number of survey respondents whe are
still in high school.  More than one-fourh {27.8%) of Iha
respandents are employed tull-fima.



Guestion 18a. in which city/area is your home located?

AL1on ar.3%
Aqua Dulce 25.4%
Falmdale 1.7%
Miscellanecus 21%
Pl response 13.5%

The majority of survey respondents [57.3%) are AGion residents.
Agua Dulce residents make up the second largesr group of survey
respondents at 25.4%. The third largast group {1.7%) is Palmdale,
Twanty-three other areas weare reprasented, allhough nene of these
received more than one percent of the responses.  This group,
totaling 2.1%, is represented above in the misceliangous categony.

Jince the population of Acton is larger than the population of Agua
Dulce, il is understandable 1hat more of the raspondents are Acton
residents.

Question 16k, Are you a?

Homeowner 75. 7%
Henler 8.8%
Visirar 3.3%
Mo rasponsa 11.6%

The vas! majority of respondents (75.7%) are homeowners, while
just 9.5% are renters. Slighlly more than 2% of the respondants
indicaled thay were viziting th& area, and are not cument residenls,
Homeowners are vory commitled 10 the life of the community.

Question 17, Are you?

Singlz and never marriad 10.55%
Divorced &, ¥
Whidowed 2. 7%
Marriad 47 5%
MIA, 20.8%
Mo responsa a3%

Haartg.r half of ihe respondents (4765 are married, and just 10.5%
ara single and have never been married.  Mearly 9% of the
respondents ara aither divorced or widowed.

The responges arg indicative of a community of families.



Questien 18a. How many pecple are in your househe|d?

4. 4%
20.7%
13.7%
22 5%,
21.9%

B.8%
¥ or more f.3%
MO response 4, 5%

N n L % b —

Houscholds with 2 to 5 people represent 78.8%. of the respondents.
Jusl 4.4% of raspondants live alone.

Guestion 18k, How many are children betwaen the ages of:

Ciob 13.7%
Blog 14,7 %
) to 14 27 B
1510 19 37 4%,
204 0.1%
Mone {.7%
Mo responsea 15 9%,

Maore than fourfifths (83.4%)} of the respendenls indicaled that
there 13 at least cne child between the ages of O 1 19 in tho
hipLsennld,

The responses validate the communily’s emphasis on children.

Question 13, Do you have access to a computer at home connected
to the Intarnet?

Y28 80, ¥%a
Sometimes B.6%
Mo 1.0
Mo raspense 5.7,

Combining the answars of "fes" and “Sometimes." a very lange
majorety {87.3%) ol sursey respondents indicated they have Intemet
access al hame, aither al all times or occasionally. Oaly 10.0% af
survey respondents indicaled they have no Internet access al
home.



aince the maority of raspondents have access ta Internet at home,
thiz will enable them 1o access (he online calalog Irom home and
place resarves on ilems thal are not currently svailable ay the
Acton'Agua Dulce Library, It should also be noled thal even though
residents have Inlemat access ot home, it does not mean 1hat they
have the skills necessary to Iocate and evaluate electronic
information. Therefore, the expertise of the library staft m teaching
these skills will be of vaiue to sludents and many aduits,

Guestion 20. Do you beleng to any community erganizationz?

Approximately 14.6% of respondents answerad "Mo,” indicating thal
1hay de not belong to any community arganizations, and 45.1% had
no regponse, Of those responding affimatively, these respondants
listed over 72 organizatiens or aclivities. The top 15 organizations
and aclivities listed by the respondents, in descending order, are:

Acton and Agua Dulec Women's Clubs
Lions Gluk

Churches

Cwvie Associations

4-H Cluk

Acton Community Center

Acton and Agua Dulce Chambers of Commerce
Eoy Seauts

Gid Sgouts

Seniors Cluk

FarentTeacher Associations (PTSD, PTO)
High Desen Garden Cluk

Henegade Calt

Sports

Boostars ClubfAgua Dulce

Crgarnrzalions associated with children or communily service warg
frequently mentroned by sursey raspondents.  Qrganizations such
as thosa hsted by survey respondents should be encouraged to use
the community meating room and perhaps partner with the librany
to present pregrams OF intgrest 1o the cormrmurmty at larga.

. B. Aespondants Aqed 5 to 14 Years Old

L the 1,80& total completad survays recaived. 41.3%. or 744 surveys,
were from children aged 5 to 14,

The key findingz ware:



v B3.3% ol the respondants indicaled that they have Internct accass
at home, githar al all imes or occasionaily,

= (0.3% of ke rezpondents have never used (he beoskmabila ar have
not uged it the past yaar.

* 43.2% of ihe respondents indicated that they used the library for
homework assignments,

»  33.4% of the respondents indicaled thal they usc a library rarely or
not at all bacause “'m too busy”

» 31.6% of the rospondents cited "use a diflerent librany” as the
reazon lor iot using the librany bookmaokbile,

» 21.6% of the respondents indicated that ey use a library rarely or
nct at all because the library iz "1oo {ar away.”

These responses would appear to indicate the bookmobils doas not meet
lhe needs of the childien aged 5 to 14 who rasponded to the survey,
Some {42.2%) use a library lor homework, and almost a third [31.6%)
indigate thal they "use a diferenl librany™ instead of using the bookmobile.
Only 20.6% indicated they had used the bookmobile wilhin tha pacl
manih.

Tha follewing summanzes the rasponses of the 744 comploted surveys
reccived from respondents aged S to 14 years old, In somo casss, the
iotal equals 95% or 101% due 1o rounding.

Question 1. When did you last use the Library Bookmobile?

Within last week S.6%.
Within last 2 waaks 3.4%
Mewvar S49.9%
Wilthin kst manth 7 B%
Some months ago 12.0%
Within |ast year B.47%%
More 1han a year 20.4%
Mo responge 0,794

Adding togathar tha responsas from those who say {hey have never
used the bookmobile (38.9%), with those who used it more than a
yedar ago (20.4%), it should be noted that a majonly (60.3%) of the
respondenls are nol making ragular use of the axisting backmobile
sarvica.

Obviously, this age group needs a library in tha community,
Bookmeobile service is not adequate 1o meet their neads.

Question 2. Do you ever use the Library Bookmobile with your
children?



Thig gquestion nat applicabla (o 1his age aroup.

Question 3. If you do not use the Library Bookmobile, why?

Incenvenianl hours/schedule 16, 7%
Too crowdad 3.5%:
Limited selaction 11.8%
M internet'compurar J1%
Mo disabled access 3.3%
Too far away B. 7%
Use a different library I .6%
Don’l wanl to 0.1%
Crdn't know 1.9%:
Cion® know when it comes 0.8%.
ko rasponsa 18.6%

The most common reason (31.6%) given by survey respondents for
hol using the bookmobifc was "se a diferanl library.”  Other
common reasons were "Inconvenient hours/schedule™ (16,7%) and
“Limitad selection™ (11.8%),

Question 4. What is the name(s) of the County er City Llbrary you
currently use?

ActontAgqua Dulca Bookmobile 4 5t
{Las Angeles County)

Acion School Lirary 2.0%

Bames and Noble Bookstors 1.8%

Canyon Country Jo Anng Darcy 14.2%
flLos Angeles County)

High Dasan Schaal Librany 2.8%

Lancaster 4.2%
(Las Angeles Gounly)

Los Angeles Counly 4.2%

City of Palmdala 43 3%
(City Jurzeliciion)

Sanla Clarita 5.7%
(Los Angeles County)

Walenaia 4 7%
(Los Angeles County)

Miscallanaous &.5%

Mo respanse <85

The fibrany uged by most (43.3%) of the survay respondents is the
Falmdale Library. The Canyon Counlry fo Anna Darcy Library is
used by 14.2% of survey respondents.  The miscellansous



categary represents 44 othar libraries, none of which received mare
than a one percen] responsa.

Questioh 5. In the library you listed above, chack all of the relevant
reazons far use of the library:

Homawork Assignments 20.5%
Elermentary Schoal 12.2%
Junigr High School 11.3%
High School 2.0%
Homeschosol 1.3%
Callege 1.9%

Internet computers &, B%a

Use books and magazines 14.0%

Bequesl books from other libraries 4. e

Likrrany Pragrams 2.8%
Adult programs 1.8%
Childrarnt's programs 4. 2%

Recrealional reading 10.8%

Wherd processing computars 2.9%

rong of the above =0.1%,

Mo raspohse 4.1%

The mosl popular usa of tha library is for “Homework Assignmanis,”
When all homewerk assignment raspenses are combined, they
collagtively become the largest group, with 49.2%, The second
laegost use cateqory is Use books and magazinas™ al 14.0%. The
third larges! use calegory is “Recreational reading” 21 10.8%,

Gueslion &, [f you use a library rarely or not at all, why?

Too far away 21.6%
Inadeguate parking 2.8%
Qwe lines 4o the librany 4.5%,
Tolaphona hing busy-can't get through 1.2%
Too crowded 3.9%
I'rm too busy 33,45
Lo nol have malerials | want 6. 5%
Mot open evermng hours 5.70%
Mot open Sunday =0.1%
Don't like to <0.1%
Prefer buying books 1%
I don't use g library 0.2%%

Mo response 19.7%



The most frequent reason given (33.4%) was that the respondent
was oo Husy,

Approximalely one-tifth of survey respondents {Z1.6%) said a
library is too far away. This suppone the need for a library within
the community.

Question 7, During the past year, how many times have you gone to
a bockstore to browse or purchase books?

ot at all 15.0%
113 5 limes 8.6%
B to 10 times 314,
11 to 20 tinncs 11.5%
21 1imes or more 83.6%
Dol ko 21.5%
Mo rosponse 3.0%

Adding together the responses from those who have visited a
bookslore to browse or purchase books at lsasl once in the past
yaar, a maigrity (&0.1%) have donc so.  Fifteen percent of
respondents smd they haven't gone lo a bockstore in the past year.

Quastion 8 How far do you travel to go to a bookstore?

Otz 10 miles 28 1%,
11 10 25 miles £3.4%
2610 38 miles £.9%
36 10 50 mifes 7%
Mora than S0 miles 1.1%
Mot sure/Cron't know 0.1%:
Mo response 11.7%

The majority (58.4%) travel betwesn 11 and 25 miles o go to a
Eookslore, and 861% of survey respondents Iravel 11 ar raare
miles to go to a bookstore.

Thesa responses mdicale that residents driva some distance to a
bookslore. This indicates that there is a need for a library within The
community.

Guaestion 9. During the past year, how many books have you bought
aver the Internet?

Mome T3.9%



1ta5 16,0

& to 14 2.B%
11 ar more 4 8%,
Mo response 2.A%

The majarity of survey raspondents (73.8%] have no!l purchasad
any books over tha Inlemet during the past year. This is to bo
gxpected, because thase sursey respondents ane all batwesn the
ages of 5 and 14, Combining the responzes of ail survey
raspondents who have purchased at least one book over the
Intermel in tha pasl year, 23.7% of respandcnts have done so,

Question 10. Which of the following de you use, or would you use?
{Check all that apply)

Business/career research 2.1%
Audio books 3.7%
CD= and/or audictapes 5.6%
Fiction books 1047
Large type books or Braille material 1.4
Mon-English language books 1.3%,
Mon-fiction books 7%
Young adult books 5,24
Videos (WCR, DWD} G.58%
Childran's baoks 6.5%
Prezchool activitios 1.4%
Children's programs 3.2%
General community infomation 1.3%
Harmework/study center 6.0%
Inledibrary loarn 1.1%
Magazines and newspapers 5.1%
Lieracy help 7%
Educalonal & vocational training needs  t.5%
Farsonal inforrnation needs d.4%
Meel with clhers 2.3%
Work-related information 1.2%
Pragrams and events tar adults .9%
Adult educadion 1.1%
Refergnga assistance 1.8%
Copy maching 3.4%:
Computars 5%
Meating rooms 1.1%
Sartar programs and information 5%
Govemment issued info/public notices 0.8%
Center for access 1o local higtony 1.7%

Genealony 0.9%



Laisura reading 4, 0%
Mo response 1.1%

The categories of most intarest 10 the survay respondents wera:
Fiction books {10.4%), Mon-fiction books (7.7%), Videos (VOR,
DVD] (6.8%), Children's books [6.5%), Homeworkistudy center
(6.0%), and CDs andior audiotapes (5.6%).

These responses indicate thal current topics and tities is one of the
service ragponse thal will mesl the needs of children aged S to 14.
The responses alse indicate that the Community Leaming Cenler
will meel 3 need of children,

Question 11. Are you: [female or male)?

Fermale 85, 3%
Malg 32.34%
No rasponse 2.4%

The majonty of survay raspondents are female.

Guestion 12, 1s yaur age:

Sto 14 100 0%
15 and pwver 0.0%

All of the respondents in this group are between the ages of 5 and
14,

Question 13, How long have you lived in the ActonfAgua Dulce
region?

o 1o 4 years JE.09%
4 10 9 years S5 T%
i0to 19 yaars 25_d%:
20 to 20 yaars 0.0%
3015 39 years 0.0%
40 ar mare years 0.0%
MNO responsse 6, 0%

Since all of the survey respondents were belwaan the ages of 5
and 14, it would not have been possible for any ol them to have
lived in the area for 20 or more years. Tha most frequent response
(35.7%%) 10 this quaslion was 4 to 9 yaars.



Question 14. What was the highest grade of schoecl that you
completed?

This question not applicable 1o this age group.
Cuestion 15. Are you employed?
This question not applicakle 1o this age qgroup.

Guestion 16a. In which city/area is your home located?

Acton 48 7%
Agua Dulce 21.9%
Falmdale 3.1%,
Miscellanedus 2. 1%
Mo rezponse 24.2%

The largest percentage of respondents (48.79%) is Aclon residants.
Agua Dulce residents make up the second largest group &l 21.9%.
The third largast groug {3,195} is Palmdale.

Since the populabon of Acton is largar than Yhe population of Agua

Dulee, it 15 understandable that more of the respondents are Acton
rosidents,

Duestion 16b, Are you a?

This question not applicable 10 this age group.
Question 17, Are you?

This guestion not applicable t¢ 1his age group.
Guestion 18a. How many people are in your household 7

0.0%

4.9%
11.2%
33. 7%
?1.6%:
10,45
¥ or more 12 B8%

Mo response 5_5%:

N & e e —



The most commen response {33.7%) was a household size of 4
people. and 71.4% of the respondents lve in houzeholds with 2o 5
petpie,

SiInce Ihe majority of respondents live in households with 4 or morg
people, il is probable that two of more family mambers would come
@ tha library at tha same time. This is one of lhe reasons thal the
number ol reader seats neads to excead tha minimum guidaling.

Consideration should also be given 1o planning programs thal could
be attended by larmilies. or by children of difterent ages.

Questlon 18b. How many are children between the ages of:

Q1o 5 15, 5%
Btay 27.2%
1tto 14 38.0%
15019 13.5%
MO response 5.9%

More than a third {38.0%} of survey respondents indicatled at least
ane child, zge 10 to 14, lived in the household. Maore than a fourth
(27.2%) of survey respondents indicated thal at least one child, age
612 9, lwed in the household.

Guestion 19. Do you have access to a computer at home connected
ta the Intemet?

Yas 74 /9
Sometimas B.B%
Mo 14.1%
MNO response 2.6%

Combining the answers of “Yes" and “Sometimas,™ a wvary large
majority {83.3%) of survey raspondents indicaled they hava Inlemet
access at home, aither at all imes or accasienally. Only 14.1%, of
SUrvey respondents indicated they have no hlemet access at
homea.

Quesilon 2. Do you belong b any community arganizations?

Ona-fourth  {25.5%) of survey mzpondeniz  answered “No”
indicating that they do et belong to any community organmizations,
and 46.9% of those swveyed had no response.  Of those
responding  aHimmatively, the respondenls listed over 46
erganizations or activitias thay aither belang 1o or are associated



with. Same of the organizations ligted are not children's groups. In
SOMe cases, it appears children listed their velunteer aclivities. The
sixteen most fieguantly mentionad argamizalions or aclivities listed
by 1he respondents, in descending ordar. are:

Sporis/Siarra Youth Sports
Girr] Scouts

Boy Seouts

Cub Scouts

4-H

PTO/PTSOPTA

Acton and Agua Dulce Women's Clubs
Basketbailf

Book Clubs

Churches
BaseballSoltball/ Travaltall
Boozlars Club/Agqua Dulce
Hand Balls

Renegade Colt

Hatiremeart Centar

Soccar

The organizaticns that children ages 5 to 14 listed tended to be
sporls refated, scouts o 4H, Thesa inlercsts should be kapt in
mind when selecling materials for the colleckon and whan planning
pregrams for children in this age group.



APFENDIX C:
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY
SUMMARY OF FOCUus GROUP COMMENTS

COUNTY OF LS ARGELER PLELIC LIBAALY AUTORAGLA QULCE LiSRARY PROJECT
CEORMURITY LIBRARY HECOS ASSESSMEAT
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APPENDHX D:
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY
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APPENDIX E;
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY
ACTON/AGUA DULCE LIBRARY
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED COLLECTIONS
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SATE e R
SATEGORY Projected  YWolumes!

Subcategory Pafe ot of Projected  Pevcent in Yolumes  Lirsar

Volume Type ) Collectizn  Total Wolumas  Cleculatlon _on Sheif Foot

Adult™ oong Adult 70,195 11,025 2701 % 22,644 B.GEE

Browsing

brew Booas 1.63% T 500053 G2 §

Mew Bogss |Face Cut) 0.07% &3 1 0% 3 1
Cargers

Caregprs 1.1% 500G 33 00% 335 B

Horaweak, Salechan 113% &x) 35 W% 325 8

Texbaok Collecln (R e 0.51% 255 EYE 1S 225 E
Ficltion

Ficlicn E &R 250 s 1,750 E
Large Print

Larga FHinl 1 F0% TEO .00 L E
HNon-Fletlen

MNn-= clar 4 575 18,700 26,0004 14775 8
Faparbacks

Papedtacs 5% 000 250C% 1305 15
Fazady Raleranca

Aepdy Relprer e 0.45% 20K fas 205 5]
Reaference

Aelemsnoe 2280 1.0 . 154 1.HA g
Spanish Language

Soanish Lanquage 1.93% SO0 2 o kYE &
Speclal

Spet 0l Boous D0 350 20.00% 25 E
Young Adult

g Adult Figlion 1.13% 0 0% 2315 13

ourg Adulk Fen-Sictan C.AE% k()] 13.00% a1 i

Young Adult Paperhracss 2.85% 1.0 o0.00% E25 18

Children/Juvenile 20.81% 13,175 3.09% 9,210 1571

Chlldren"s Easy Readara

Tnildren’s Eaty Readers 1.50% T 2000% &E0 Pl
Childvon's Paperbachs

Chudren's Papetiacas 2.0 1,00 da TS (231 16
Childeen's Flctura Books

Graid=es Tzl a Books 3I1T% 1,460 2000 1,160 20
Children’s Ralerancs

Chikgrai's Relergnc CEA% s 0.00% s L
Children's Spanizh Languagea

Chibfren's Spanist Languige 1.2%% 100 20.00% 50 21

ETE LT e L NE ) .-t;:.h".-F'mrntl -:-:h.-r;g,-u Lars drpachn

& Lapng DESHEY T des; Frogram
Hepedd Freded 1 RIS Page 21



Juvanile Flclisn

Juweniba Ficlion EilR, 2,7H 25 0% &, 132

Juvrarile Wen-Fictlen
Juwstike Ban-Fickon R L T 35 05 4.55] K|
Tatals: 100, s, &4 200 2T.U3%% 31,854 104

ﬁ A LE DFSNRY Boskiere Frogram . ) " petnatiya) Gyion Libeary “ropr ey o L Al

Hagwan |'eird on LSTOM Pagg 3-2



CATEGORY
Subcatagory
Volume Typa
Aduli'Young Aduli

Audle Book Compact Disc
Audiz Bock S0 [CD DR
Audia Compact Dise {CD)
Aucks Comuadt Cec (03]
CO-ROM
CLOREH

oD
oD
Young Adul

Kocra kil [Aucm Cascale V! Booa)
Yol AL Audis Compact Disg (D

ChildrendJuvin il

Audic Compact Dise (CD0)
Ao Cargail Cisc 4C0)
LCD-ROM
CL-RiikA
YD
c+ o
Juvenile international Langugge
Sunsile Irtematonal Langyages
Media K|tz

Media Kit Acdin Cassete W Sotk)

Totals:

A LKW SERAGIY Bukdey] Praggizn
Ao Prirsed un 132

g

N : IHY I--
onzol:the Ll

Parcant of
l:_nllm:iinn

79,00 %

13.33%
26.90°%

4.17%
2500

& Q0%
I

1.E7%
2.530%
1€ 8%
T

d37%

J{HL(H %o

Projectad Percant in
| [ FH Volomes  Circulatian
4,740 46 8%
200 35.0%
109G 00d%
L R
1,500 L0
0 £0.05%

) 20 %

13 35.00%

10 g 0%

o F.00 %

40 KL ETL

pin| S1.00%
g1 47.55%

Projecied  Velumas!

Yolumas
on Shetf

2,520

&0
TYE

125

Licgar
Fool _
M7

25

5

Fagor e gy Lok Loy oty Pridit ) Corrdy o Lan n"-;p:-lt-s
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CATEGORY
Subcategory

o Yolume Type

Adult'¥Yonng Adult

Currenl Magazines
Current Magannes

Currant Mewspapers
Current Hewspapes s

Toung Aduli Current Magazings
Yourg Aduit Carrent Magaziaos

Childrens/Juy'ctiile

Children's Cucrant Meg azings
Chidrens Comenl & aZines

Tatals:

A Libets CERMaN Fiulnn Feogrg =
Ror-st I'nnxd o0 L

Pargent of
Collegtion  Total Volumis  Circulation onShell  Foot

90 5T%

iR L%
L i1
AT

43%
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